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Features
28 Sean Fenning
I first heard about Sean ‘Fenture’ Fenning late last year when I was running around like a madman 
trying to speed learn the magazine world. It was inspiring to meet such a motivated, up-for-
anything kid. If you put a camera in the hands of a man with these qualities you just know your 
going to get some good shots. 

40 Charles Beckinsale & 42 Abi Bright
Charles is one of the most in touch snowboarder’s in Australia. He was among the first shredders 
in Australia to hit serious handrails. He’s been down and out with some injuries for the past few 
seasons but now he’s back in action and killing it like you don’t even know!  Another snowboarder 
that isn’t afraid of the metal is Abi Bright. Abi is the smallest of the freakishly talented Bright 
family. If you’ve ever seen her on the hill then you know that just because she’s mini doesn’t mean 
she holds back. Abi rides harder than any other women snowboarder in Australia and she’s only 
16!

48 Mike Martin & 54 Adam Coleman
Mike’s not your average ‘for the spotlight’ skater, but don’t be fooled, he’s got talent. People say 
he’s a quite guy, but I think nobody ever takes the time to sit down and actually listen to what 
Mike’s got to say. Adam Coleman is another talented kid that chooses to let his skating do the 
talking. 

56 Steve Friedman & 62 Tom Whitaker
We talk to Steve Friedman about what it’s like to grow up in California and skate with Z-Boy Tony 
Alva. We barely touch the surface of what Steve has to say. Another man that is living the good 
life is WCT surfer Tom Whitaker. Described by himself as a beer drinking Aussie, we hear what the 
man has to say about Tahiti, Bells and Richie Lovett’s ordeal.
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Geoff Cook is on fire. Literally. Noseslide in Frankston.
Photo: SeanFenning.com.au



Information
012 nows news
Stay classy San Diego.

013 chop shop
Shop section showing shop shenanigans.

014 party time
Don’t worry, we didn’t get an invite either...

027 web based
They’ve got the internet on computers now?

Products
018 go go gear
What does an air horn, tabasco sauce and 
moleskin have in common? I don’t know, I’m 
asking you..?

Art
022 page for rent
Are you collecting them yet?

024 press record
Next time your buddy brings around his 
iPod make sure you get these records.

020 film me
Build a house with these hammers!

Features
038 olympic taco
POP couldn’t get press passes for the Olym-
pics so we gave our writer a hundred bucks 
and told him to scalpe a ticket.

046 board the world
You’ve all visited the website but did you 
know it’s powered by a Mouse and a Bear? I 
know, weird...

058 why work
Simone Kelly has the best job in the world. 
Either marry her or quit your job.

061 franghanistan
Frankston gets an epic new park. Now all 
you have to do is get there without getting 
stabbed.

Enders
064 lomo love
We’re giving some lucky kid 36 frames and a 
fisheye camera for 2 months. Go nuts!

065 five top threes
We ask ‘Intern #1’ Matt Grubler from Wes 
Anderson’s brillant ‘The Life Aquatic with 
Steve Zissou’ a bunch of stupid questions.

Cover: Mike’s a really quite kid. Now that 
he’s on the cover he’ll have no choice but to 
talk to all the kids asking him ‘is that you?’ 
Frontside 180 Fakie Nosegrind, Melbourne.
Photo: SteveGourlayPhoto.com

Steve shot this on a Hasselblad 501 CM 
using a 30mm f/2.8 Fisheye Lens with Kodak 
Portra 100VC film. He used 3 strobes.

Thanks to Dan Himbrechts, Liam Kaska, Chris 
Jepson, Mike Kearney, Kickback, Harding 
Media Services, Nathan Smith, Bec, Sasha, 
Paul and Pat for all the support. Kate Bezar 
for the inspiration. Sorry everybody, I got 
the first caption of my publishing career 
wrong in issue 1! Jamie Greentree was actu-
ally Frontside 5-0 ing the Bondi Bowl.

HiThere@popmag.com.au
P.O. Box 83
Balnarring, Victoria, 3926
www.popmag.com.au
www.myspace.com/popmag
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Marc Baker kicking some powder at the bottom of the Brighton park.
Photo: POP.
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My Name Is Earl
When I was overseas this summer I 
got to watch all around genius Jason 
Lee’s new TV show called ‘My Name 
Is Earl.’ As you would expect from 
the man that invented 360 flips the 
show is amazing. Jason plays Earl, a 
white trash looser that wins the lot-
tery and is immediately hit by a car. 
He discovers Karma and sets out to 
change his life. Some of the funniest 
episodes are the ones which feature 
actors Giovanni Ribisi & Jon Fa-
vreau. Head to TvTorrents.com and 
get downloading.

Bern Helmets
Bern Helmets are coming to Aus-
tralia.  You might have seen one on 
bronze medallist Scotty Lago’s head 
at the Winter X Games. Word is Bern 
have got an innovative liner system 
that lets you use your helmet in all 
seasons and for all sports. They’re 
being distributed by Sidelife and are 
available in all good board stores.

Lakai  Film
Well it appears Lakai are about ready 
to release their first ever skate film. 
Called ‘Fully Flared’ it features rulers 
Marc Johnston, Mike Carrol, Rick 
Howard and all the other Lakai kids. 
Speaking of those kids, Scott John-
ston, Anthony Pappalardo, Kenny 
Anderson and Devine Calloway just 
finshed their Australian tour. If the 
trailer is anything to go by, Ty Evans 
is set to be my new favourite camera 
filmer guy. Check out lakai.com to see 
what I’m talking about.

Shralp!
After all the talk of Podcasting in the 
last issue I decided to have a look 
around and see what else I could 
find. Well it turns out that the bril-
liant David Benedek and his Blank 
Paper Studios (responable for the 
outstanding free video 91 Words 
For Snow) have got behind German 
podcasters Shralp! to put together a 
bi-weekly show. At the time of print 
they’ve done 25 shows and are always 
on time and up-to-date. To download 
the show fire up iTunes, click Podcasts 
and search for Shralp!

Indiana Jones 4
Stop press! Now I know this has abso-
lutely nothing to do with skate/snow/
surf but I’m sure you will all want to 
know this... Harrison Ford has indi-
cated that Indiana Jones 4 will start 
filming later this year. Senior Spiel-
bergo will direct, George Lucas will 
produce and of course, Harrison Ford 
will star. Ford will be 64 by the time 
filming starts but I’m sure Han Solo’s 
got a few more left in him. Also worth 
mentioning is that the production 
crew has stated that the film would 
be shot the same way as the previous 
3 - with stunt men, rather than com-
puter generated effects. How good?!

INFORMATION PRODUCTS ART FEATURES ENDERS NOWS NEWS & CHOP SHOP

There’s something unforgettable about the first skate or surf T-shirt you ever 
owned. Worn seven days a week, with more pride than a float at the Mardi Gras, 
they’re what all subsequent clothing purchases are measured against. In an 
effort to indulge the nostalgic longing of our customers, staff and team riders, 
both past and present, winter 06’ will see a series of limited re-release T-shirts 
and Hoods from the design vaults at Mordialloc. 
 With over thirty years of art work, logos and ads to sift through, 
there’ll be some banging designs (in all their original fluoro glory?) ready to 
wear soon... So, swing by the freshly renovated Mordialloc store or check out 
our Camberwell store. Scope the new product from Burton, Analog, Forum, 
Jeenyus, Capita, DC, 32, 686, Volcom, Technine and more. Maybe even grab 
yourself a re-release T-shirt from one of the only shops that actually has the 
history to back up that ‘oh so cool retro look’…  Just don’t ask if we did them in 
pink.
 May 06’ will also see the release of our 10th annual winter cata-
logue. Each year our ‘board bible’ contains over eighty pages of the latest snow 
product, a buyers guide, travel reviews and info. This year were also giving away 
a free trip for two to Canada*. To receive your own copy, together with stick-
ers and a Mordys VIP card, go to mordysurf.com.au , sign up and we’ll send it 
all free to your door.

468 Main St, Mordialloc, Vic. Ph: (03) 9580 1716

After 18 years in the original Mosman 
location, Balmoral Boards is closing 
one chapter to open another. For all 
those who don’t know, Balmoral Boards 
has decided to re-locate, just down the 
street from its humble beginnings. 
 The “new” Balmoral will be 
bigger, brighter and better and there is 
little doubt they’ll be carrying one of 
the most macking ranges of hardware 
on the planet - DC, Burton (Coali-
tion), Option, Ride (Ltd), Capita, Sa-
pient, Rome, Enjoi, Girl, Chocolate, 
Zero and Mystery. Backed up with 
outerwear and casual threads you 
wont be finding in any shopping mall 

surf shop – Airblaster, WE, Huffer, Nikita, B By Burton, Alien Workshop, 
Habitat, RDS, the list goes on, and on...
 The new shop’s going to be set up a little different to the norm. 
There are going to be concept areas showcasing the brands individually, there’ll 
be big screen TV’s, a DJ booth, chill-out couches, X-Box’s and even a pop-
corn machine, making a visit to Balmoral more of an experience than just a 
shopping trip.
 There is going to more for the ladies of the snowboarding world 
too… “Gone are the days when the girls’ kit was the same as the guys’, just 
smaller and coloured pink. We thought it was about time we dedicated an area 
purely for the women riders.
 The new store will be opening its doors at 566 Military Rd, Mosman 
in late April. Until then, the old store will be selling off its loot at up to 70% off 
to make way for some of the freshest new season stock in the country.

Usually when I’m asked to do a write up for RPS, I tend to crap on about the 
same old things. New seasons’ stock, hype up the long range snow forecast, 
the bling factor of binding brand X or the new sintered 15,000 base on board 
brand Y. It’d be the easy way out if I did, but I’m not going to, because it’s all 
been done before!
 My plug for RPS is the importance of great shop staff. As a store 
owner, I’m stoked and proud of the fact that with each new season, I see the 
return of a select handful of prized employees that have between 6 -10 con-
secutive seasons’ work at RPS. Combine that with the full-time crew and you’ve 
literally got decades of collective experience with both technical retail and 
on-snow experience. 
 Not many, if any other stores can boast this level of staff retention. 
What this means for Joe Consumer is that he can expect unparalleled, person-
alized advice and service from a store that is neither too large nor too small. 
 RPS is now entering its 16th winter and is better prepared than 
ever, stocking all of the major brands including, Burton, Ride, Salomon, 
Libtech, Gnu, DC, Sessions, Drake and more! We will also continue our free 
board-tuning clinics as well as half-price rental on Wednesdays throughout 
the season.

87 Ormond Rd, Elwood, Vic. Ph: (03) 9525 6475

Balmoral: 566 Military Rd, Mosman, NSW. Ph: (02) 9960 1111
This is the time of year we love to 
hate and hate to love here at Trig-
ger Brothers. The sun & water temp 
is dwindling, and it’s getting harder to 
skate after work, but with every colder 
day, we know what’s coming. Season 
2006 is shaping up to be the biggest 
ever, with a blockbuster OS season, the 
vibe is good. Who knows, our annual 

end of season BBQ could even take place as late as November again?
 In shop news, we are bursting at the seams with new gear; new 
stuff is dropping daily. Snow gear from brands like Burton, Forum, Ride, Ana-
log, Special Blend, K2, 32, Sessions & 686 is in store now, so get in soon & 
don’t miss your chance to get just what you need. Another infamous annual 
event is about to happen, the Pre-Season snow sale will soon take place, so 
keep your eyeballs on www.triggerbros.com.au for all details. 
 The Frankston skate park is nearing completion & team riders, 
like cover-boy Mike Martin couldn’t be happier. Frankston hasn’t been this 
excited since the Olympic torch was stolen.
 Even though the water’s cold, doesn’t mean you have to stop surf-
ing. The new range of winter suits are in-store now, so we can keep you in the 
water that little bit longer. Make www.triggerbros.com.au your homepage & 
check the Vicco surf conditions every morning before work. See you soon.

Shop 2, 1 St. Kilda Rd, St Kilda, Vic. Ph: (03) 9537 3222

INFORMATION PRODUCTS ART FEATURES ENDERS CHOP SHOP

Central Board Co. rocks a different & fresh approach to your normal snow/
skate store. We fuse our love for snowboarding, skating, men’s & woman’s fash-
ion, footwear, partying & havin’ a good ol’ time into the store that is Central. 
 Weather you’re strapping in for the 1st time or a seasoned pro, our 
unmatched customer service combined with years of experience and one of 
the best ranges including Burton, Ride, Sessions, Option, 32, Forum, DC, 
4Square & Analog makes Central the ultimate place for all your snowboarding 
needs. If you are looking for limited edition or uber cool products such as the 
Burton Uninc series, Ride DFC or unique outerwear, chances are, we have it. 
 For all the girl snowboarders, Central has its own completely sep-
arate girls snowboard store right next door. All the latest in girls snow fashion, 
boards and more set in a boutique style.
 We love shoes. And it shows. With one of the best shoe collections 
anywhere, including one of the biggest and best Nike ranges around, DC, On-
itsuka Tiger by Asics, Diesel, Reebok, DVS, Evisu, Vans & Vans Volt series, 
Es, Ipath, Emerica and Gravis, we have a shoe to skate in, a shoe to party in 
and a shoe just to chill in.
 If you’re heading out on the weekend to party it up, we have the 
get-up for you. With labels such as WE, Triple five soul, Autonomy, Freshjive, 
Elwood, Lee, Zoo York the list goes on, while the girls also have a large selec-
tion ranging from White Suede, One Teaspoon, Mink Pink, Blessed are the 
meek, Kuku, Elwood and much more. 
 And for the all the skate heads we have a pretty cool skateboard 
setup too. Baker, Zero, Mystery, Flip, Girl, Venture, Destructo, Indy, Modus, 
Lucky and more to have you rockin and or rollin in style
 There is nothing like Central anywhere. If you want to check out the 
latest and greatest in cool new gear, come visit, hang out or whatever, its worth 
the drive.

36 - 38 Main St, Greensborough, Vic. Ph: (03) 9434 3088

Turning 18 generally means a licence to party hard and for ESS it’s a mile-
stone we are stoked on reaching.  In fact the year ESS was born, 1988, Time 
Magazine’s January issue labelled snowboarding the “Worst New Sport” and 
for those who were already riding saw that as credibility at last. It was also the 
year the US east coast built it’s first half pipe and the spirit of snowboarding 
began to grow with gusto to what we see today. 
 From day one, ESS has been committed to growing and keeping in 
touch with all aspects of what we do. Some might call it the ‘Perks of the Job’… 
Testing all the new equipment is essential to enable us to sell the right gear. We 
gotta know how it rides, how it works and how it feels in all conditions.
 Over the years we’ve grown from one store on the Central Coast 
to four stores in total, covering Newcastle, Parramatta and the newest in the 
group arriving last year in Jindabyne. For after hours log onto www.essboard-
store.com.au or for all your skating & streetwear needs check out www.es-
sunderground.com.au.
 We’ve got all the product you would expect to see in a premium 
store and some of the most switched on crew in the industry. To go with it we’ve 
got what we call our ‘Snowboard Bible’ that gives you all the info you need to 
wet those tastebuds for the coming season. 
 So you see, for ESS reaching 18 years in the business of something 
we are truly passionate about has been one long party and one we will see 
continue each and every day.  

251 The Entrance Rd, Erina, NSW. Ph: (02) 4365 2355
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INFORMATION PRODUCTS ART FEATURES ENDERS PARTY TIME

From top left to right: 
Row 1: Bec; AirMax Art. 

Row 2: Inspired Tee’s.
Row 3: Acclaimed Artist.

AER at Air Max Attacks
Recently AER had there product launch in conjunction with Sneaker Freaker 
Magazines “Air Max Attacks” event, which was a great night of kicks, friends, 
beer, and gear. Keep an eye out, these guys are doing good things…

AER is a two man label straight outta Melbourne. From the heads of James 
Rogers (acclaimed artist) and Dave Ghijben (acclaimed genius, and connoisseur 
of fresh shit) the duo have put the hours into getting it right. The attention to 
detail is impeccable. Obviously a tribute to the sneaker culture that has inspired 
them, AER’s work captures the bare geometric beauty of good design, and best 
of all these tees are limited, so you ain’t gonna’ run into some knob at the 
supermarket, and if you do, high five the fresh bastard!

One store per state:
Vic: Provider Trainers
NSW: Footage
SA: First in Flight
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UNDER PENALTY
OF PERJURY

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

ARI MARCOPOULOS

Volcom World Premire of Creep Fingers 
The long awaited Veeco Surf Flick, “Creepy Fingers” was 
launched in Jay Quinn’s backyard a few weeks back. The 
rain pelted down as we set up, but we didn’t care. Plen-
ty tackled the bad weather to make it out to watch the 
backyard premiere and rage with the Goon’s!! After the 
second Keg the rain didn’t seem to matter and thanks to 
Jays trusty double garage we where able to power on. Big 
ups to Jay and his room mates for letting us trash his pad. 
Make sure to get your hands on “Creepy Fingers” at your 
local Volcom video pusher!!

Ari Marcoloulos at Someday Gallery
Presented by Burton Snowboards and Red Stripe, the Ari Marcopoulos exhibi-
tion opening night was surprisingly relaxed and accessible given the respect the 
artist has. Someday was still packed, but there was a good vibe running. Ari was 
an early participant in NYC’s Alleged Gallery so I don’t think anyone was really 
sure what to expect. Add to this the photocopied paste-ups his photographs 
would be displayed on and visitors were in for one hell of a eyegasm. If you 
couldn’t make it to the show, be sure to pick up one of Ari’s amazing books.

From top left to bottom right: 
Row 1: Goon; Goon; Goon.
Row 2: Hello!; Team Bruce.
Row 3: Girls vs. Boys.

Creepy 
Fingers
Premiere



Fisheye Camera by Lomography.
A $80 170 degree fisheye camera... What more do you need to know?! Well I’ll 
tell you in case you’re the inquisitive type. They take regular 35mm film so you 
won’t have to worry about those painful processing costs and because they’ve  
got no focus and the viewfinder is useless they’re as point and shoot as you can 
get! For the photography geeks they’re set to f/8 and 1/100 second so you’re all 
good for actions shots. I know FAT 4 has these for around $80

Flip to page 64 to see some fisheye shots and enter for your chance to get 
your lomo shots in the 3rd issue of POP.
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Colour Change Graphics by 
Option.
Remember those pens some kids had 
a school where you turned them up-
side down and the girls clothes fell 
off? Option snowboards have moved 
one step closer to the dream… These 
boards have maple leaves appear 
when it gets cold enough to ride. 
It’s called thermo-chromatic ink and 
Option have a whole line of models 
with different graphic changes. No, 
they don’t have a ‘nipples’ board. But 
can I have mine with a POP logo that 
changes to an ASB logo when we’ve 
sold out? 

Moleskine Journals by Modo & Modo.
After disapearring from shops for close to 10 years the 
Italian company Modo & Modo has revived the much 
loved design. Rumor has it the likes of Chatwin, Picasso 
and Hemingway used journals similar to this that were 
hand-crafted by a French stationer. Okay, so we love these 
but I’m wondering what answers to today’s questions will 
be lying hidden between the oil-cloth covered pages. Per-
haps one day we will find out why Tom Cruise decided 
to be himself? Why Dave Chapelle turned down US$50 
million to do another season of his show? Why is Gretel 
Killeen still on TV? And why isn’t Chevy Chase still on our 
screens? Chevy we miss you.

The Everybody Premium brings to mind the era in 
footwear when the word “environment” was synonymous 
with acidic colors and heavy-duty nylons. Both iconic 
references are prominently featured along with scored and 
full-grain leathers. The combination of materials yields a 
more sophisticated version of our most popular silhouette.

The Everybody High executed in three of the classic color 
stories of the 80’s. The Everybody Classic features an all-
leather upper and is fully leather lined.

The Everybody High executed in three of the classic color 
stories of the 80’s. The Everybody Classic features an all-
leather upper and is fully leather lined.

The Everybody Mini features the traditional argyle print 
that brought alife to footwear fame, but this time it’s been 
condensed for a more “enhanced” effect. This is where it all 
started, high-top canvas upper with a new proprietary 100% 
rubber sole.

Green Tabasco Saunce by McIlhenny.
If you’ve ever visited America then your probably aware of the drug that is Mexican food and 
the plethora of sauces that comes with it. Well I’m using Green Tabasco, and I’m an addict. This 
is the mild, tangy sister of the liquid-fire red stuff. It’s oh so good. Anyway, when I returned 
home from America this year I was determined to find the good stuff. For a while my local 
Ritchies super market had it. I had a good supply and I was on the Tabasco train. But then it 
stopped coming... When, after a few weeks my stash run dry, I got worried and rang Tabasco to 
see what the supply problem was. I wasn’t prepared for the answer... They told me that Green 
Tabasco was imported by a parallel distributor outside of the McIlhenny license and that the 
Green Tabasco was in fact, illegal!  I’m not joking. The jig was up, the hooch was gone! This 
happened about 2 weeks ago. I learned though investigation that Coles and Safeway don’t 
stock the green sauce. So I drove half an hour to another Ritchies store and bought 4 bottle’s 
of the stuff. So get this junk while it’s still on the streets!

Street T-Shirt by GNU.
This is not a super limited edition T-Shirt or anything like 
that. It’s just a T-Shirt. Except it’s the same graphic taken 
off the base of GNU’s epic jib board called The Street. Now 
I know some of the older skaters in the crowd are probably 
squirming in there seats. That’s because this design first 
appeared on the Santa Cruz Duane Peters Pro Model. So 
I bought this T-Shirt because it incorporates two of the 
funnest things in my life, skateboarding and snowboard-
ing. Can’t ask for more than that in a T-Shirt I reckon’.

The Most Unholy Jacket Ever by Burton.
Now you won’t have to dye your hair red and win the Olympics to impress girls. Staying with the 
emerging trend of more fashion orientated cuts in snowboard outerwear, Shawn White took total 
creative control of the Burton designers and developed The Most Unholy Jacket Ever. Yes, that’s ac-
tually what it’s called! It’s double breasted lapel takes styling’s from vintage biker and aviator jackets 
whilst retaining 10,000 mm water proofing and all the other Burton goodies such as pinstriped 
satin lining and plenty of internal pockets. It comes in 5 different colours and should be in most 
snowboard shops this season.

Filson XX Jeans by Earnest Sewn.
It seems that in Australia’s Tsubi/Nudie dominated denim 
world it’s difficult to find unique jeans that don’t have 
fake paint and whiskers all over them. So, not to sound like 
one of those guys, when I was last in New York I sought 
out any and all dark denim I could find. So in the next few 
issue of POP get ready for some raw denim! Anyway, these 
bad boys are perfect for the warmer weather as they’re a 
lighter weight material than you’d expect for such a raw 
denim. They’ve got orange stitching for that extra style 
and don’t have rivets so that next time you have to chase 
bad guys you can slide across your car bonnet in confi-
dence.

ALIFE Shoes.
If you see a guy walking down the street missing his right arm and wearing the 
freshest left shoe you’ve ever seen you’ll know he’s all clued up on ALIFE; in case 
you missed it, he’s hacked his own arm off to get a pair, then sold the right shoe 
on eBay. As you’d expect, these are going to be super exclusive and made of the 
highest quality materials. There’s 4 styles in some of the best colour-ways I’ve 
seen in a long time. Of course they come in mini, low and high.  ALIFE’s official 
launch is happening very soon; keep on our MySpace page for details of when 
it’s happening and photos of the event.

Mini Air Horn.
Well considering we had a megaphone in the last issue, 
I thought it only right that we step it up a notch and go 
louder. Much louder! This thing comes in small and large 
can’s so you can choose the right tool for the job. I carry 
the mini one in my pocket just in case I need to regulate a 
conversation. Sweet!

Talking Watches by Marchand de Legumes.
Everyone loves a good pal. Think of these watches by Ja-
pan’s awesome toy maker Marchand de Legumes as your 
new exchange student friends from the East. They will 
teach you Japanese as they tell you the time in Japanese... 
Is it just me or do all Japanese girls sound cute?

Majestic Goggle by Anon.
The newest colour in the women’s Ma-
jestic line-up. I love this frame because 
of it’s minimal design. Most frames have 
too many vents and whack colours. Anon 
keep it basic and it works.

Banksy Pocket Sized Books.
Banksy is quite possibly responsible for the current resurgence of stencil graffi-
ti. Or maybe it’s always been there and this guy just brought it to my attention? 
I don’t know... Based in England, Banksy has a unique style that is smart, some-
times political but always funny. These 3 books came out about a year apart and 
are filled with photos of Banksy work both on and off walls. ‘Cut It Out’, third 
instalment even has photo’s of Banksy’s infamous stunt of walking in through 
the front door of 5 famous NYC museums and hanging his own artwork on the 
walls with glue! The photo’s have to be seen to be believed. Brilliant!
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FILM ME

411 Volume 14 #1
Damn it’s been a while since I’d seen 
a 411. It now comes in a magazine 
like thing, which was kinda cool, 
but it would fit fairly wackly in your 
DVD collection. Anyway the old 411 
music is still chugging along but the 
ground breaking banging tricks that 
led to the phrase “411 opener” have 
been replaced by more of a video 
contents page, I liked it way bet-
ter when Lance mispronounced his 
way through the contents. Whoa 
hold on, Sydney’s Chima Ferguson 

closes out the opening with a double set 360 ollie… damn, probably the 
gnarliest 360 gluefoot since Danny Way pounced down the San Diego 
double in Questionable.
  With companies bringing out major DVD productions all the 
time, I’m guessing top quality footage is hard to come by, some of this 
stuff is pretty old; remember when Anthony Mosley had sponsors? 
Here’s a reminder. Cory Duffel has a little section but when he’s taking 
it easy what is he going to fall back on? His Style? Not much more to 
do than admire the fascinating get ups that he’s laying down in. There’s 
also a “little kid” montage, but honestly, not since Mariano or McKay 
has a junior skater been that impressive after you take away the little 
kid points?
 On the upside, there is this Scarecrow promo where Ryan 
Johnson, after getting speed from a van, does the craziest bank chan-
nel ollie. Donny Barley has a profile, if that’s what they’re still called, 
which is pretty sick. Barley is always hot and hasn’t had a video part 
forever so he had some good footy saved up. Strangely some of the 
best stuff is in the extras, a World section has some raw Pat Duffy 
footage that’s so good. Plus there’s the Make A Wish comp with some 
pretty sick Lusaka and Jeremy Rodgers footage, those guys are damn 
consistent. I’m thinking since 411 can’t go head to head with footage 
to stay current they need to work harder on making the articles a lot 
more interesting than what was on offer in this one. Bring back On 
Video!

Powell Peralta Animal Chin 
Special Edition  
So a few months back I’m in PSC 
Frankston and the Powell Peralta 
flick Future Primitive is on. I openly 
express my love for the 80’s clas-
sic and this older guy starts talking 
to me about skating and I heartily 
recommend he get his hand on the 
Animal Chin Special Edition DVD.
 I explain how awesome the 
Making Of Chin documentary is and 

how I would have cried myself to sleep if, as a youngster, I found out 
that the Brigade didn’t exactly find the “rocket air, comb your hair” skit 
that cool. I didn’t hesitate to let him know that even though the disc 

is a little pricey, it has footage of Lance heatedly arguing with McGill 
whilst building the Chin Ramp, hilarious.
 Anyway the guy starts going on about how Natas and Hosoi 
were in the Bones Brigade as they were in the videos and I, ever the 
skate trivia nerd, correct him that even though Hosoi was a very early 
Powell Peralta rider he wasn’t in the Brigade as such. At this point the 
guy seems to be hit with acute rabies and he proceeds to go crazy on 
me, full tilt “the whole mall is watching” crazy. I’m talking literal froth-
ing at the mouth, froth launching through the air and landing on once 
happy customers.
 Anyway he really put the Lance and McGill argument to 
shame, but that was back in the 80’s and people weren’t as mad back 
then, especially in Frankston. So yeah as you can see this DVD is so 
good I will risk physical harm, incorrect skate trivia and coming into 
contact with another mans fluids to let the people know.
 

Thrasher King Of The Road #3
Whoooool this is a must buy, a must 
buy. Did I mention my company 
distributes this one? A must buy! 
See the all star teams from Flip, Zero, 
Element and Habitat travel the USA in 
the quest for footage, points and the 
elusive 40 year old woman that is keen 
to pash a sweaty skate pro. Anyway 
I’m doing these reviews out of my love 
for Dave Keating, but love doesn’t pay 
for no plasma TV’s so buy this DVD for 
me eh. In summary let’s just say that 
in first draft of The Lord Of The Rings 

all of Middle Earth was after this DVD ok. Had to be changed due to 
copyright and all that. So yeah, a must buy.

Cliché’s Hello Jojo
A free DVD from one of the most 
exciting new skate companies to 
introduce one of the most excit-
ing new pros, it has to be good. You 
might have to buy a certain mag or a 
Joey Brezinski deck to get it for free, 
but it’s all good, you need decks and 
reading material anyway. Cliché is 
one of those rare companies who’s 

“image” is just good skating, Javier Mendizabal owns trannie, owner 
Jeremie Daclin will show you something you’ve never thought of while 
guys like JB Gillet and Lucas “every bit of footage of me is so good” Puig 
keep style and tech innovation closely aligned.
  After some tour footage and all the current Cliché’ riders lay 
down, it’s time for new pro Joey Brezinski to put LA manual pads and 
ledges in their place. This part is just banging, it’s sick to see a few dips 
into the trick basket of the past updated for the now mixed in. Pretty 
much every clip has something unexpected and new going down. Hell 
he even finishes up flipping in and out of one of Dave Mathew’s hard-
est A-Team bangers in a line with style. Get this.

analogclothing.com

Hey POP reader here’s my thoughts on some of the latest DVD releases. This ain’t no infomercial, this is an honest opinion. Mind you it’s the honest 
opinion of a washed up jaded skateboarder, so if you disagree, take a breath, life will go on…
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Mark Lording
“The Platform 2 
Everydayness”

Oil on canvas
20” x 30”
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The Bites – This Is A Full Stop. (Dusky Sounds)
This 7 track CD-R EP, a closing statement from what many have con-
sidered one of Melbourne’s finest bands in recent years, truly does the 
bands legacy justice. Featuring 5 tracks recording in the studio and 
2 tracks straight to tape, This Is A Full Stop. plays through close to 
seamlessly – noisy pop tunes with powerful female vocals, and a Sonic 
Youth goes power-pop sound that is quite unique in it’s own right. 
Opener ‘Heady Heady Heady’, and a song that for months has made me 
go weak at the knees each time it comes up on my iPod – ‘One Million 
Miles’ – are the standout tracks on this final EP. Of course, since playing 
their “last show” late last year, due to drummer Simon Parker’s com-
mitments to Damn Arms, Kirsty and René have begun playing shows 
under the name The Bites Duo, and have plans to record an album in 
the coming months – stay tuned!

The Gossip – Standing In The Way 
Of Control (Kill Rock Stars)
Standing In The Way Of Control is 
the third full length from Portland’s 
The Gossip, and the first since re-
cruiting Hannah Blilie (Shoplift-
ing, ex-Chromatics). The result is 
an album more confident, more 
disco-punk and more sincere that 
their previous efforts. Beth Ditto’s 
voice, again, is the unquestionable 

focal point of the album, with Nathan’s (aka: Brace Paine) abrasive, 
discordant, bluesy guitar work a force to be reckoned with. Beth sings 
her gay love songs with more conviction than Shapelle has received 
and with more power in her voice than a 747 on speed. ‘Standing In 
The Way Of Control’ is a fast paced dance-punk gem, and ‘Holy Water’ 
is a song that, despite it’s slow pace and building feeling, is still able to 
grab you by the balls. There’s also an Australian tour EP floating around 
the traps at the moment (read: at JB Hifi), and be sure to look out for 
Brace’s other band, Die Montir Batss’ upcoming split 7” with Australian 
teenagers, Kiosk.

Mogwai – Mr Beast (Matador)
Why Creating Records head man, 
Alan McGee, described this album 
as “better than (My Bloody Val-
entine’s) Loveless”, I do not know. 
While he was perhaps merely try-
ing to stir up some hype about the 
Scotland natives’ latest full length, 
he consequentially created the 
highest expectations imaginable, 
that simple could not be reached. 

Mr Beast is a good album. It could also be called a fantastic album. 
But it can, in no way, be compared to the astonishing brilliance that 
is Loveless. Mr Beast moves away from the more recent endeavours, 
and is most comparable to their 1997 release, Mogwai Young Team. 
‘Glasgow Mega-Snake’ is a beautifully toned up piece that, unlike most 
post-rock classics, does not opt for the loud/soft/loud dynamics that 
have come to define the genre. In fact, the majority of the album in 
many ways defines the genre, with synths, a lack of conventional styl-
ings and a more constantly heavy sound present. But, Alan, breaking 
free of ones genre does not make you My Bloody Valentine.

Islands – Return To The Sea 
(Eqator)
In the first week of January 2005, 
just a mere two weeks after I en-
countered the life changing expe-
rience that was the Unicorns’ live 
show – a highly influential moment 
in my then very young life, I was hit 
with what felt like a 10 tonne sledge 
hammer. It was, in reality, the kind 
of confusing message on the open-

ing page to the Unicorns’ website – something we had come to expect 
from the likes to Alden, Nick and Jaime. But there was something a 
little off coloured about this one – the whole website had been taken 
down, and instead was a message saying the Unicorns were dead. It 
couldn’t be? It could. So, while the rest of the world were in mourning 
(and some of them still are), two thirds of the Unicorns were getting 
straight back into it – collaborating with Busdriver and a whole bunch 
of other guys, in projects by the name of The Olde Corn Gangg and 
Islands. And now, from the latter, we are presented with a debut full 
of epic pop songs, that whilst remaining true to the Unicorns’ sense 
of quirky pop song sensibility, is completely it’s own sound, and not 
just a “side project from two thirds of the Corns”. Every single song 
on the album has earned it’s place (and there were songs that didn’t 
make the cut that could have easily made it on here, believe me). The 
9 minute opening track, ‘Swans (Life After Death)’, whilst frustrat-
ing in it’s length as an opener, is an amazingly crafted song; ‘Where 
There’s A Will There’s A Whalebone’ features one of the most amazing 
rap breakdowns I’ve heard in a long time, thanks to Busdriver and co; 
and ‘Humans’, ‘Rough Gem’, ‘Volcanoes’ and ‘Don’t Call Me Whitney, 
Bobby’ could all quite easily be singles. One of the albums of the year 
to come, surely.

Die! Die! Die! – Die! Die! Die! 
(OK!Relax)
Acclaimed producer, and Shellac 
frontman, Steve Albini’s record-
ing credits include Slint, The Jesus 
Lizard, Nirvana, Shellac, Mclusky, 
Mogwai, Godspeed You! Black 
Emperor, Low and The Pixies. Not a 
bad list for New Zealand’s brattiest 
trio, Die! Die! Die! to be associated 
with at all. If there was ever a man 

to capture Die! Die! Die!’s live show in a recorded format, Steve Al-
bini was probably going to be the man to do it. However, somewhat 
surprising, in comparison to last years also self-titled EP, the record 
comes off sounding slightly tame. While by the standards of most it 
is not over-produced, it is far slicker sounding than one would expect 
from Albini and Die!x3 combined. That said, the song quality on this 10 
track, 22 minute piece of silver coated plastic is amazing. ‘Disappear 
Here’, ‘Franz’ and ‘Year Nine, Yeah!’, along with ‘Auckland Is Burning’ 
and ‘Ashtray! Ashtray!’ (from the aforementioned EP) represent one of 
New Zealand’s finest bands at their best. Really, the only question now 
is why they ditched what is arguably Australia’s best label in Unstable 
Ape Records (home of Ninetynine, Jemima:Jemima, Snap! Crakk! and 
Love Of Diagrams), for the newly teethed Below Par Records offshoot, 
OK!Relax. Go figure?

Jenny Lewis & The Watson Twins 
Rabbit Furcoat (Team Love)
Like a presumably large portion of 
the male (and female?) popula-
tion familiar with Rilo Kiley, I have 
a major crush on Jenny Lewis. That 
red hair, those rosy cheeks, those 
dresses, that voice! So when I heard, 
about a year ago, that Conor Ober-
st’s own label, Team Love (home to 
Tilly & The Wall, Willy Mason) was 

to release the Rilo Kiley frontwoman’s debut solo album, I pretty much 
ruined by underpants. It was an exciting day to say the least. Rabbit 
Furcoat is a beautiful record. Recorded with The Watson Twins, Chan-
dra and Leigh (who almost simultaneously to the release of Rabbit Fur-
coat, released their debut EP), this is an album that has moved beyond 
the traditional Rilo Kiley sound, but has by no means left it behind. 
Filled with sweet vocal melodies, acoustic guitars, and Jenny’s irre-
sistible charm, Rabbit Furcoat is undeniably country, but undeniably 
amazing. ‘Rise Up With Fists’ ‘You Are What You Love’ and ‘Happy’ are 
the standout tracks, standing out as diamonds in a sea of jewels.

Belle & Sebastian – The Life Pur-
suit (Matador)
Chances are, if you’re under the im-
pression that you still haven’t heard 
anything from this album, you are 
wrong. The addictively Belle & Seb 
lead single, ‘Funny Little Frog’ has 
been whored all over Triple J for the 
past few months. The Life Pursuit 
follows the same progression that 
the Scottish pop wunderkinds have 

been making for the past decade. The sound is similar to that of Dear 
Catastrophe Waitress, but it is not a repeat of the same album. As 
always, the 7th studio album from Belle & Sebastian is filled with only 
the best pop songs, with only the best hooks and melodies. ‘Funny 
Little Frog’ and album closer ‘Mornington Crescent’ make this album 
what it is – a great album from Belle & Sebastian, that, whilst perhaps 
not as amazing as If You’re Feeling Sinister, you can still do far worse 
things with your pennies than buy this album.

Alps – Alps (Shriek Sounds)
The debut EP from ex-Bene Gesserit/Organ Doner Kebab/In Not Too 
Long We’ll All Be Dead/etc member, Chris Hearn, is 6 tracks of lo-fi pop 
brilliance. I literally can’t stop listening to it. The songs are simple in 
structure, with organ, xylophone, beats and vocals comprising the ma-
jority of the instrumentation. Lyrically, despite the Jamie Stuart-esque 
whispered vocals, are extremely powerful, with lines like “How can 
these people / Walk so tall / Without spines” standing above the rest. 
‘Repition, Repition, Repition’ is the most upbeat of the songs, despite 
its slow, meandering beginning. Not content with simply playing the 
occasional shows around the country, Chris has taken his live show up 
and down the coast countless times in the past few months, returning 
in May with Jessica Something Jewish, from the States, before the two 
of them venture to New Zealand and then back to America for a large 
portion of this year. Be sure to check the two of them out.

Win 1 of 10 Gravis iPod Cases
I have been lurking around the internet for a 
while now, so I figure I am accredited enough to 
talk about such things. Last issue we gave you 
a few of our favourite websites, but since then 
I have realised that everything you could ever 
need can be found through one site… Myspace. 

We’re on there, Chopper Read, Joe Rogan, and your favourite musician 
is on there. Basically, if your not involved you’ve left something off the 
to do list. I don’t like research, so I will hit you with a figure that I heard 
somewhere. Myspace gets over 60million hits a day! Put it this way. If 
you own a company, make music, or just want to get laid, you can get 
as many “friends” as you like to help sling your “goods”. And it’s free, 
and in a creepy voyeuristic way, fun. The other bonus is that we can 
offer things via the internet that are not available in magazines (yet…) 
like video, sound and iPod cases!

To help us get as many Myspace friends as possible, our good friends at 
Gravis have given us 10 iPod cases to give away. All you have to do is 
add us as a friend and we’ll automatically enter you in the draw to win. 
Don’t worry, if you’re already a friend of POP you’re already entered! 
We’re choosing our ‘Top 10’ at the end of May. 
So get to www.myspace.com/popmag Look at us, become a friend 
and so on and so forth. Goodbye free time.

Win!
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“They didn’t play ‘Ghost Man on Third’ or ‘There’s No I in Team’?!” Seri-
ously, walking from Melbourne’s Hifi bar on March 13th I was slightly 
disappointed. Touring bands coming through Melbourne have a bad 
habit of not playing the songs I want to hear. I mean don’t get me 
wrong, it was an amazing show – right up there alongside Evergreen 
Terrace (the first time), The Juliana Theory show of 2003 and 2005’s 
On Broken Wings/Carpathian show in Byron Bay in my top ten, but I 
would have paid for another ticket just to hear those two songs.
 When next door neighbour James presented me with a 
(gasp) pirate copy of Taking Back Sunday’s first album “Tell All Your 
Friends”, shortly after its 2002 release, I was immediately hooked. It 
just had a slightly different edge to the Ataris, Saves the Day and Ru-
fio albums of that time. The numerous vocal tracks on each song and 
intricate tempo swings which feature throughout the album were 
a welcome change and definitely a step forward from the standard 
issue emo and punk that we had been stuck on for the previous few 
years. From the first listen there was no way I wouldn’t be seeing this 
band play live before I, or they, died.
 From all the rumours we’d heard of the band splitting up, 
line-up changes and Adam’s feud with Jesse Lacey of Brand New, I 
was beginning to think an Australian tour was never going to be on 
the cards. But four years later here they were, as strong, energetic and 
exciting live as I had imagined (and seen on various DVDs). Local emo 
kings The Getaway Plan were stunning openers (seriously – if you 
like TBS, suss Getaway Plan’s new Hold Conversation EP. Amazing), 

setting the stage for an outstanding vocal performance from sec-
ond band, Eisley. These girls (and guys) bring forward an outstanding 
mixture of Death Cab/Mae style music coupled with overwhelmingly 
beautiful female vocals. I’m pretty sure myself and the other guys in 
the POP office are marrying the three sisters.
 With the start of the Taking Back Sunday set came the sud-
den fight for a good view and every person in the crowd becoming 
convinced they were actually a better singer than front man Adam 
(seriously if you’re rocking a Used shirt – don’t sing, I can guarantee 
you’ll ruin it for me). Luckily the noise coming from the stage was 
everything we’d been waiting for. Playing a mixture of their old songs 
along with a barrage from the new album – Where You Want To 
Be, they captured the audience as well as any band I can remember 
(some friends are still convinced that they and the lead singer shared 
“a moment”). An erratic performance from guitarists Fred, Matt (bass) 
and Ed was matched by Adam Lazzara’s exciting and eccentric stage 
presence. I was convinced he was going to hit himself or a fellow 
band member with his mic swinging antics. They were every bit as 
perfect as their albums, but provided the crowd with a performance 
entertaining enough that we didn’t feel like we were watching a CD 
player. I’m still bombing on not hearing my songs but the wait for 
a Taking Back Sunday show was absolutely worth it. Definitely an 
amazing band, definitely an amazing show.
 Now we just have to wait for the rumoured Anberlin/Cope-
land tour of August. Should be exceptional.

wordslachy
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TAKING BACK SUNDAY
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Photography… Where do I start? I like it! Its fun 
and you can earn a living from it if you choose. 
When I talk to people about random day-to-day 
stuff I find the conversations going from one end 
to the other in a matter of seconds due to my mind 
being like a photo album. When my head turns a 
new page I start a whole new story that may have 
nothing to do with the last topic. It gets confusing, 
yet it’s a fun game to play.
 So hopefully I’m not losing you in this 
short intro of what photography is to me.  Starting 
way back in ‘94 (it is 2006 after all) I’d find my-
self taking my Nans standard 35mm camera and 
shooting random flicks of what I thought was cool. 
A few years went by and I continually found my-
self enjoying looking through a small square box 
clicking a button and getting these things back 
on gloss paper that most people would refer to as 
photos. 
 I have this distinct memory of being in 
this bamboo forest up in Queensland were there 
were all these bats. There were huge bamboo trees 
blocking out almost all sunlight and I was think-
ing to myself how awesome it would be to capture 
this scene somehow… 
 Stealing a few clicks on my mums cam-
era was always fun. She’d always know how many 
photos she’d taken, then when I’d take a few I’d 
always get asked what I took them of and why, as 
film in the family camera was precious on family 
holidays. So in the end I got some interesting shots 
back and was stoked on photography on a happy 
snap level. 
 Now fast forwarding a few years to 
good ol’ high school where I was faced with not 
knowing what I wanted to do when I left. It didn’t 
take long until it clicked, you can make a living of 
photography! So I geared up toward every single 
photography course there was.  Getting into RMIT 
to study photography full-time was hard but being 
persistent was the key. Completing the diploma 
helped broaden my knowledge and views of what 
photography is all about. 
 I find people always ask me what type 
of photography I like the best?  I find there’s no 
direct answer to that because photography is such 
an interesting art form that working in any field 
of it is a treat. I hope over the next few pages you 
enjoy what I see.

You can see more of Sean’s work at:
www.seanfenning.com.au

S E A N F E N N I N G
P O R T F O L I O

FS One thing I’ve learnt in photography is that thinking and planning out a shoot always returns much greater results 
than being sporadic and just hoping that what you’re trying to do will work out in Photoshop. This shot of young 
up and coming ripper James Seyffer required several flashes, a ladder and, of course, a pool. Oh and I nearly forgot 
freezing cold water. Winter 05.
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Fashion designer Sari 
Emon takes some time 
out of her day to pose 
for a working portrait.
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This guy is the ultimate reflection of what a rock-vampire-skateboarder would be. Never 
sleeping, always skating. Earlier on the day this photo was taken Brayden had thrown up 
several times from heat exhaustion and jet lag! Now to most people this would mean tak-
ing it easy and just chillin’, but Brayden seemed to have some form of an always-charged-
energizer-battery system going. 
 Now to get the shot above was all about loud generators and the local residents 
from the flats surrounding this spot complaining and having a waaaa about the noise fac-
tor. Brayden was just messing around doing pole jam variations in the background while 
Kevin “Spanky” Long was attempting 180 nosegrinds on the top rail. The 180 nosegrinds 
didn’t eventuate but then out of nowhere the LA Rock Skate Vampire ripped into a front 
50 first shot rolling away with greatest of ease and BANG we were out like a light or some-
thing like that…

SF
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Sometimes skating can just happen. There’s no effort required to flip or slide that trick at that certain 
spot you’ve always wanted to throw something down on. Then on the other hand, to make things 
happen takes a lot of organization and advance planning. This spot of all places was up a country dirt 
road at a football oval, with no run up and no roll away. Add a trailer load of ply, a keen crew with 
ample determination and you’ve turned your standard Aussie footy rail into something useful. 

Here: Stevil Degec kicking goals 
from everywhere. Frontside Feeble.
There: Jono Rippin Nollie 360 flip 
Chains, Box Hill.

SF



034 POP ISSUE 02 ISSUE 02 POP 035

Chris Cole Backside 360 flip’s the table at this year’s Global Assault.

S E A N F E N N I N G
P O R T F O L I O
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Now I could just write a run-by-run, trick-by-trick account of the mens 
Olympic half pipe. However, any snowboarder worth his board already 
watched it on TV and doesn’t need to hear that Shaun White’s second 
trick of his last finals run was probably the smoothest, most styled out 
frontside 5 anyone has ever done and will likely ever do in a half pipe! 
See, I knew you already knew that! So here’s my story of how I wing-ed 
my way into the Olympics….

Over this past summer some friends and I decided that we’d bail on the 
typical snowboard trip to America and give an Eastern Europe Road 
Trip a go. So that’s what we did. We leased a brand new van from Paris 
and drove 5500 kilometres through most of Western Europe to the 
eastern countries like Slovakia, Hungary and Slovenia. 
 After watching David Benedek’s amazing ‘91 Words For 
Snow’ film we thought it might be a good idea to swing by Marko 
Grilc’s home mountain of Vogel, in Slovenia. It was at this time that 
one of the Road Trip team members noticed that the Olympics were on 
and that maybe we should try and go and watch the mens half pipe.
 It was completely sold out, we didn’t have tickets and we 
were on the other side of Europe. Yet none of these things phased us. 
We are snowboarders; Australia had 3 guys in the half pipe and most 
importantly, there are no speed limits on the autobahn!
 So we booked it across Italy and somehow found our way to 
Bardonecchia, where the half pipe was. When we arrived I was amazed 
at how difficult it was to find out what was going on. There were no 
sign’s telling us where the half pipe was and we couldn’t find any-
where to park the van. It wasn’t as if the car park was full. There simply 
wasn’t a car park! We ended up asking  one of the American team riders 

what we should do. He said ‘just park down an alley’. That was ‘official’ 
enough for us.
 Now we had to find tickets. We found a group of people 
standing around and we started asking them where the half pipe was. 
Our plan was to try and sneak in. However what we didn’t know was 
that you had to get on a bus that would take you the 10 or so kilome-
tres up the hill to the Olympic site. So sneaking in wasn’t going to be an 
option. Plan B. Scalpe!
 We came across two American kids that had written a sign 
in Italian and English saying ‘We Need Tickets’. Well that was better 
than what we had (nothing!) so we joined forces. 
 Sure enough, within 20 minutes we’d found a guy who 
would sell us tickets for 100 Euro. That was 10 Euro more than the of-
ficial price. Not bad except we’d been on the road for 3 weeks already 
and could hardly afford to eat. Luckily we had a robust negotiation 
strategy. This ‘strategy’ was to pay no more than 50 euro a ticket. Now 
unfortunately I’m not that good at bargaining and promptly yelled 
‘sold’ straight away! I didn’t care; we were going to the Olympics!
 We found a bus, showed our tickets and got on. So far, so 
good. When we got to the half pipe I wasn’t prepared for the massive 
line of some 4000 people all lined up to get in. For the half an hour we 
stood in line I was pondering the authenticity of my 100 Euro ticket. 
Once we got through the first ticket check we were headed for the se-
curity check; which was an absolute joke! Most of the metal detector’s 
weren’t even switched on and they seemed to just confiscate random 
things. But the good news was that our tickets weren’t fake! We’d 
made it through without a problem. We’d made it to the first Olympic 
half pipe Australia had qualified for. Sweet!
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He really is Super Kid. The best trick of the day 
and he’d already won. Shaun White, Frontside 5.
Photo: Ron Isbell

Kim Christiansen had wings on, he was going huge all day.
Photo: Marcus Boadle

wordsdrew

Shaun deserved the precious metal.
Photo: Ron Isbell



You’ve been out for a while with injuries, what happened there?
I had been steadily dislocating my left shoulder and then I guinea pigged the Thredbo Big Air in 2004… I just over-shot it and put my good 
one out trying to protect my bad one and knocked myself out pretty badly. I had to have surgery, they had to take a nerve out of my leg and 
reconstruct my whole right shoulder. There was a lot of nerve damage and I still haven’t got my deltoid muscle back yet but I’m doing okay 
with that. 
I’ve seen photo’s where they took the nerve out of your leg. How many stitches was that?
30 something stitches up the back of my leg; 19 across my chest and 19 down the back of my arm. 
So how do you go now? You were just in Utah, you’re not really known for holding back, but how did you go hitting rails?
Definitely a lot more cautious. I did my first handrail in two years in Utah and didn’t land one trick; I got licked on every hit. And I hurt my knee 
and was out for another week. But I’ve hit a few since then and everything is going swimmingly. 
You were probably one of the first Australian Snowboarders to hit serious handrails. It must have been hard to have all this time 
out and watch these other kids catch up on you. 
Yeah, definitely hard. Still pretty stoked on some of the original stuff I’ve got. I’ve done a few bigger things this year but I’m still warming back 
into it, but it was pretty hard sitting back watching everybody catch up in that respect. 
So when you were sitting back you were pretty heavily involved at Thredbo weren’t you?
Yeah, I’m actually running the park there with my friend Sam. We’re joint partners in running it; we’ve got four parks under us now. And we’ve 
got four really good snowboarders working for us as well. We work together as a team to improve things around there.
So what is the day to day sort of thing for the Thredbo Park?
Basically Sam, myself and the park crew do everything. We wanted to get a company off the ground where we build rails for all the other 
resorts. So Sam, John and myself get together and build rails. Thredbo got a $25,000 shipment of rails from the States that fell apart within 
two seasons. So our company, JC Jibs, ended up building another 8 pieces that were a lot better quality and they’re going to last for seasons.
Was getting support from the mountain something you had to work hard for? How did it come about?
We had a few terrain park guys ahead of us who’d battled with management for ages and they got a head start on things for us. Ben Hazlett ran 
it before me and he blew out his knee so Sam and I have been running it since then. Management are getting more and more cooperative every 
year with what we want to do as long as we explain it to them in their terms. Like what’s going to make things safer and a better product. They 
know that terrain parks are what the Australian riders want, especially with the Australian snow conditions. They are getting more and more 
supportive every year.

    We’ve had a lot of support in the area we’re allocated for terrain 
parks. This year we’ve got another 3 areas, 2 of which are more than double 
the size of the original area.
Are you just building exclusively for Thredbo this year or are you planning to expand to other mountains?
We’re pretty loyal to Thredbo. Everyone in the park crew started riding at Thredbo so we’re all pretty loyal to our own hill.
With all this work, how do you get time to time to ride?
I think I get to ride a lot more than other Pro’s would. I’m up there in the park six days a week then on my day off I’m up there riding the park 
as well. So I’m up there from eight till five every day. So I probably get more riding than anyone else in the Australian season.
So we’ve talked about Australia, but what’s been happening with your snowboarding this year?
I was in Canada in December and January coaching for a while with AWSC, and then I left there and just travelled for six weeks with my girl-
friend. Then I went to seven of the top ten parks and pipes in the country, which is one of the things I wanted to do.  Got to Tahoe and started 
filming straight away. After that I was at the DC Mtn Lab. I did a bit of filming there as well. Yeah, pretty much here in Tahoe. In two weeks I’ll 
be going to Mammoth for the last month of the season to coach for Peter Baff’s First Ride Snowboard Camp.
You mentioned DC’s Mtn Lab; did you feel like you had to step things up a little there?
It was pretty chilled, we had a case of Coronas sitting there, it was sunny. Just like a September day in Australia! I had a really, really good time 
and tried a few cool things. I hit that jump they have there. That A-Frame stair case feature they have was by far the funnest thing.
So obviously DC has shown you a lot of support through your injury? Who else are you stepping out for this year?
First and foremost Dragon has been really supportive of everything even while I was injured. DC has been great as well. I’ve been really stoked 
with both of those guys POW, Flux, Drop, Option, JC Jibs and ICA. I actually did a T Shirt design for ICA this year. So that was interesting.
So you’re really interested in putting back into Australian Snowboarding and developing it?
Yeah, it’s pretty much my foremost aim. My plan for next year is to get a job driving a Cat somewhere over in America, just so I can learn to 
take park building a little bit further. I want to make things better for everyone. There are a lot of snowboarders out there that just want to 
whinge about shit rather than trying to step up and make a difference. I just want to try and help out a little bit more.
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wordsrick photoliam kaska
We have a 32 stair backlip of Charles  from 3 years ago but we’re letting 
everyone else catch up before we run that... Seriously!
Photo: Liam Kaska
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“Abi used to hate my guts! We haven’t 
been quite able to decipher exactly why. 
It doesn’t matter anyway; now-days we’re 
the best of pals. She is so much fun to 
ride with and we always have a barrel of 
laughs. This coming season, we’ll all start 
to see how good Abi really is. She hands 
down has the best street style in Austral-
ian girls snowboarding and is constantly 
keeping the boys on their toes. I think 
we’re all going to have to start learning 
some more tricks to keep up with her!”

Hey, where are you now?
 In SLC, Utah bitches!
What are you doing there? How many 
different countries have you been in 
the last 6 months?
 [Laughs] I am snowboarding! 
I’ve been learning some new tricks and try-
ing to film and shoot a little. You know, all 
that amazing stuff... Different countries? 
Well I just got back from a competition in 
France which was okay. Lets just say that 
the after party made it! But before that I 
was in Italy watching the Olympics. And 
before that I was in Japan for a magazine 
trip. Oh and before that I was in Canada 
for the start of the northern winter! Other 
than that I’ve been in America… So quite 
a few countries actually!
Wow, you’re a well travelled human! 
What’s it like being on the road that 
much?
 It is hard travelling. It gets tir-
ing, especially when you have to do school 
in between it all. Still, it’s so good meeting 
so many different people and just telling 
people you’ve been to such cool places 
[laughs]!
What tricks have you been learning?
 Tricks? Not many! I’m pretty 
much starting from the beginning again 
[laughs]! I’ve been trying to learn how 

to spin frontside, switch backside and all 
that other stuff that comes with it.
You spend most of your time riding 
with guys like Nick Gregory; do you 
think that helps you learn? I mean 
when I go riding with you Abi, I kind 
of want to quit!
 [Laughs] I don’t make you want 
to quit! I’m not even that good. But yeah, 
I’ve been riding with Nick, the Allan boys, 
Banger and everyone since I was super lit-
tle. 

    I can’t believe they 
put up with me, I was 
such a shit!
   But I’m sure it has 
helped my riding. They are so good at 
snowboarding and just seeing them do 
things makes me want to go and try it. So 
yeah, they’ve all helped me a lot. 
You get to see what other girls are do-
ing in the States, so how do you think 
girls are doing in Australia?
 The girls in the US and the girls 
in Australia are on totally different levels. 
Just because of how much more the US 
has snow-wise. Plus with all the parks and 
pipes it’s just 100 times better then any-
thing we have at home. It also helps that 
in the US you can ride all the time. But 
it’s good to see all the girls at home doing 
what they do on what we have for sure.
Hey, can you tell me the story about 
that Von Zipper ad you were in? That 
one where you’re getting water poured 
on you! 
 [Laughs] Well we were trying 
to think of something good to do that 
would be funny. I had to open my mouth 
and say it would be funny to get a bucket 
of water and chuck it over my head! Well 
everybody thought it was a great idea 
but I was devo-ed! So Clint Allen got to 
do the honours. You know what the shit 
thing was? I had to do it twice to get the 
shot!
Any thank you’s?
 Billabong they are just great. 
Obviously my family. Von Zipper, En-
deavour Snowboards. Anniki, Kendall, 
Kel, Kevin, Alicia, Alex, Leslie, Ash and to 
anybody I forgot; I didn’t really forget 
you! You know who you all are and you’re 
great! Love and toodleoo!

wordsmarc photosjessmooney.com & dan himbrechts
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Abish Bright clears the gap for a back lipslide on a clear day, 
on a clear rail. Clearly very good!

Photo: DanHimbrechts.com
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Hey guys, Board the World has just reached a 
pretty big milestone, the big 10 years, how does 
that make you feel? Did you think the site would 
last this long and prosper over the years?
 Mouse: We definitely are pretty proud to 
make 10 years. There wouldn’t be many quality web-
sites that have lasted this long and are still going 
strong. Just to make it through the Internet bubble 
during 2000 and 2001 was an achievement. During 
this period we were being made crazy offers to take 
over the site. 
 Bear: I had no long term expectations 
initially. My motivation for setting up the site at the 
beginning was to get free lift tickets and accom-
modation as we traveled around the world in winter 
97/98.  It just grew bigger and bigger and got more 
and more popular.
 Justin: It’s something that I’m immense-
ly proud of and never would I have thought that it 
would grow to what it is today
What was the reaction from the resorts and 
the industry in general when a bunch of Aus-
sie snowboarders came knocking on there door 
from an unknown website?
 Mouse: Surprisingly from the majority of 
resorts it was really welcoming. At this time, and still 
today, the resorts recognize that snowboarding is a 
huge growth market and the Internet is the research 
tool of the future. So most resorts did everything in 
their power to help us out. 
 Bear: We really hit America the first year 
and they were so responsive. American companies 
are so pro-active with regards to marketing that 
they were happy to provide us access to their resorts 
for free.  Each year after that as the site grew bigger 
and bigger, the resorts were super eager to help us 
along our travels.  
 Justin: It was never an issue; when we 
first started out there were no other sites like ours 
and the Internet was a real buzz - everyone wanted 
to be a part of it. After the first year of operation 
everyone seemed to know us and we were the ones 
being invited!
You guys have made a hell of a lot of trips 
around the world over the last 10 years, what 
has been your favorite trip and destination?
 Mouse: Your definitely not wrong! 
Boardtheworld.com has taken me to places I would 
never dreamt of snowboarding; Japan, Korea, Italy, 
France, Switzerland, Chile, USA, Canada, Slovakia 
to just name a few. However my favorite place was 
actually on one of my most recent trips and that 
was to a resort called Bansko in Bulgaria. This place 
was amazing, good consistent vertical over 1,500 
meters; amazing tree runs, easily accessible and 
sick backcountry and super fast lifts. Most of all, 
the place was cheap. Cheap tickets, cheap food and 
cheap beer, all in an authentic Bulgarian setting. 
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 Bear: My favorite destination in general is Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Mainly because there are so many different places to ride 
within 30-60 minutes of the city. Another favorite would be eastern 
Switzerland (where they speak German). It’s so incredible there. It’s so 
modern and well developed. Places like Laax and Davos have provided 
me with some of my best days riding. If I was to advise someone on a 
snow trip for a few weeks, I would recommend these 2 places. If you 
want to go away for a long trip, like months or a season, then Salt 
Lake City.
 Justin: It’s difficult to say because they have all been so 
amazing. The best snow has been Japan and Switzerland. However 
the most memorable trip for me was snowboarding at a small moun-
tain in the East of Turkey, not too far from the Iraq border. Huge 
mountains, amazing snow and a strange contrast of new and old. This 
was only a couple of years ago however I was still a bit of a celebrity 
being on a snowboard.
I’m sure there would have been a hell of a lot of funny times on 
the road, what’s been the standout that still cracks you up? 
 Bear: The time Todd Haag was arrested for walking the 
streets of Aspen drunk and whilst they were driving him to the lockup 
in the next town, he busted the window of the cop car and jumped 
out... Only to be re-caught 2 minutes later!
 Justin: Too me every moment of every single trip stands 
out as extremely memorable however there is one situation I remem-
ber most. We had a group of 4 of us with luggage and large board 

bags all in a small hatchback style car in Switzerland. The model of 
the car was so new that there were no roof-racks available for it so 
we bought some that would almost fit and then tied them to the 
roof, using strapping, wrapping it completely around the roof of the 
car and thought the door cavities. The vehicle was so top-heavy with 
luggage that every time we went around the corner the car would 
slightly tip.  It was quite a sight!
So what’s in store for Boardtheworld.com for the future?
 Mouse: That’s a good question – a question we’ve been 
asking ourselves over the past couple of months. Naturally we are 
going to continue what we doing... Delivering no bullshit resort re-
views from around the globe. And why wouldn’t we; we get to travel 
to some amazing places looking to discover the next Whistler. But at 
the same time I think we want to try and make the site more interac-
tive. Get our users actually involved in the site, make them feel more 
a part of the Boardtheworld.com community. We are still nutting out 
how to do this but I sure we’ll find a way. 
 Bear: We are looking for some new people to get involved 
editorially and behind the scenes from a business sense. Despite the 
awesome traveling that goes along with it, the site takes a lot of work 
to keep it looking fresh and providing the world with up to date info.  
I think it will continue to grow as it has been.  
 Justin: A lot more travel to less popular destinations.  I’d 
like to go to Russia, Lebanon, Morocco, Iran, India, and Scandinavia.
Cheers guys, thanks for your time.

You may or may not have heard of BoardTheWorld.com. If you have then you would 
know that these guys have traveled to so many snowboarding destinations it’s out of 
control. Over the last 10 years they’ve covered the globe from Bulgaria to Chile and 
everything in between, so we thought that’s a good enough reason to chase Mouse, 
Bear and Juz down and throw a few questions at them!

wordsjohn matkovic

Mouse hides in the sun like  Cougar’s MIG 28.
Photo: DanHimbrechts.com

Classic Bear Agushi! Front flip in the Utah Backcountry, circa ‘97.
Photo: Nick Clark.



Poor Mike’s a bit nervous. Anything you want us to talk about Mike?
Laughs.
Tell us a little bit about Mike Martin, What does Mike Martin’s life entail?
Working at Trigger Bros, Skateboarding as much as possible and spending time with my girlfriend.
Wow, your girlfriend, tell me a little bit about her. This is the love of your life that you used to talk to me about when you were a 
little guy.
I don’t really want to talk about that [Laughs].
Mike, even though you are still quite young, how did you get to where you are today? You’ve done a bit of travelling for someone 
of your age.
Yeah.
Come on Mike, talk!
Well, about three years ago I pretty much had money saved up from working at Trigger that I wanted to spend on going on holiday. And then 
at the time when I wanted to organise the trip, my friend and filmer Middsy was organising to go to Europe with the Aussie Globe guys and I 
just decided that it was a good opportunity and jumped on board and ended up spending a month touring around Europe, and then another 
month in England and Scotland which are probably my two favourite places. And that’s where I met a lot of my friends.
And that was pretty productive huh? You got some shots back then, that would have been your first time getting stuff like that.
Yeah definitely. I had a thing in Slam magazine and that is pretty much the only thing I’ve had by myself.
You also got some coverage in some Europe mags?
Um, I’m not sure. Me and you did an interview for a Sidewalk magazine and they never did it.
[Laughs] So we’re not off to a good start are we?! Alright, so most of your trips have been filming and stuff, so Mike, you’re a bit 
more of a film guy. So we’re not going to see you in the next X-Games?
Hmmmm. No.
And why is that? What’s the reason behind that? Cause most skateboarders I know are filming, shooting photo guys, or contest 
guys.
Yeah, I just don’t like competitions. I don’t like being competitive with skating Like, skating’s… I don’t know… 

             It should be 
more about having a beer and having a skate.
                     I don’t think it’s the sort of 
thing where you should be competitive. 
I’ve seen you being competitive though. Chucking something downstairs. You’re competitive with yourself.
Yeah, it’s good to be like that ‘cause otherwise you never progress. But, I don’t know, just being competitive with other people…
So Mike, you’re pretty content working in your little job down at Triggers. How’d that all come about? That seems to be a big part 
of your life.
Oh, a good fella of a friend offered me a job when I finished school, and it was too good to give up. Actually, he made me parasail from the 
Rialto Tower nude at three in the morning to get the job... Seemed like a good idea at the time.
But how many ‘sponsor me’ tapes did you bring in back in those days?
Ah, I think there was four.
Laughs
I forgot about that.
Talking about the whole filming thing, you seem to always be out there with Australia’s version, in your words, of Ty Evans, Chris 
Middlebrook. How’d that all come about?
Pretty much when me and Jase Echazar were skating heaps when we were younger, when he first got hooked up on Blank, I was always trying 
to get him to take me with him. Um, so I guess he eventually let me and I got to meet Chris Middlebrook and we got on pretty well and we’ve 
just been filming since then. That was about six years ago. 
And you were in the first Blank video or just the second one?
Just in the second one. I’ve got just a couple of tricks in the friends section.
And now the third one? How’s that going?
It’s going pretty good. Been filming for a few years now.
Yeah, it seems like forever.
Yeah, it always seems to get put off. But I guess in the end as long as it’s a quality production it’s worth it. But um, ah, we’re looking at, it looks 
like its going to be about um, what month is it? April?
March.
March. Um, probably around May or June. It’ll actually come out. Like, we’ve pretty much finished it, it’s just going to be in production and 
finishing touches and stuff.
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So remember in the Girl video Koston’s hair changed so much ‘cause he was filming his tricks for so long? How’s Mike’s hair 
changed in this movie?
I’ve pretty much…
Stayed the same?
Nah, it fluctuates. I shave my head when it gets too long then I let it grow till it’s as long as I can handle it, then I shave it again. It’s pretty 
random.
But we’re not going to see you tight pants one trick, baggy the next? It’s all pretty even?
It’s pretty mixed up. Nah, I can’t wear the tight things.
So how are the Blank guys? How do you think the film will be accepted? What’s happening with Echazar? Is Echazar going to have 
a section?
Yeah, yep, he’ll be in there. I’ve seen all the footage and its looking pretty tight.
How does it affect your motivation for skateboarding when you’re working at Trigger having kids come into the shop whose life is 
skateboarding? Do you get sick of it? Or do you try and offer these kids some advice?
I try to look at it like, I was one of these kids, you know, 5 years ago. But sometimes when there is 20 kids in there yelling at ya it’s kinda hard 
to concentrate. and keep your brain in your head, but I mean if kids ask for advice, I’m always happy to help. 
Did you have Echazar to give you advice? Who did you look up to?
When I was growing up, I don’t know, I think… I don’t think I asked anyone like Echazar or any of my closest friends for advice on anything 
but I know Middsy was good for that sort of thing cause he’s a smart guy.
He’s been around forever.
Yeah, he knows a lot about a lot of stuff, so... And he still does, to this day I can still call him with a problem and he’ll do what he can to 
help.
So you prefer to look and learn?
Yeah, it’s a good way to be I reckon.
Yeah, the Mike Martin way to be.
As far as skateboarding goes, what’s your favourite thing? What’s your favourite day? You mentioned beer before, but other than 
that, what’s your favourite skate spot?
Oh it’s tough. Anything really, as long as it’s a nice day and there’s no BMX-ers or roller bladers around, 

                     if it’s with your 
good friends, it’s pretty hard not to have fun you know? 

But in terms of the things I always seem to have fun skating, probably this thing, Frankston skate park.
Yeah, how’s that. What’s Frankston park going to offer for your life?
Oh, as far as working in the shop it’s going to offer something to go to after work whereas usually during the week, especially during the 
winter, there’s no option.
So another European summer. Are you going to get overseas again?
Nah I’m going to hang around. I’m 22 I need to get my drivers licence.
It’s funny, I still thought mike was 19 [laughs]!
At my 20th birthday, I got told I look like I was 29.
You mentioned travelling before, have you been to LA and done that whole thing?
Never been to America. Don’t really have any interest to go there. I think, like with travelling, I really wanted to go to Europe. Like I really want-
ed to see places like France and Germany and places like Belgium that you don’t hear a lot about. You know there’s stuff going on there; you 
know there’s stuff to skate. And I mean… With every place I’ve been to, I’ve really wanted to be. You know I really wanted to check it out. There’s 
no where in America that really draws me there, there’s nowhere that really makes me want to go there. It seems like such a rat race…
And I think now as far as skateboarding goes there is a time where you don’t have to go to America to make it. There’s a lot of Eu-
ropeans that don’t even bother leaving Europe. I think Barcelona changed a lot of things. There’s a lot of stuff going on in England 
and especially with the whole Cliché scene, would you say?
Yeah, definitely. They’ve got it going on.
And you hung out with those guys a little bit?
Um, the first time I went over I was lucky enough to get shown around by El Bob Vio and J.B Gillet, which was just… It was awesome. But 
um, even companies like Blueprint as well, in London especially, have just got a stranglehold on the place. They’ve got all the best skaters and 
everything. 
There’s a few Australian companies but there’s never been anything like that in Australia. Do you see any reasons why?

EKIM
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Kick Flip over rail, Woollongong.
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I don’t know, I can’t explain it. Don’t know why.
You know there’s all those clothing companies... 
There’s been XEN and there have been some other 
companies, but no one that has the stranglehold 
that Cliché seems to have in Europe and Blueprint 
has in London.
I guess Globe did alright.
Yeah. Speaking about shoes, who are you riding 
for these days?
Um, I get Es shoes. I’m not on the team or anything 
but, um, my friend Nitty is a bloody awesome guy and 
he’s been hooking me up for years. And I couldn’t skate 
in anything else. I’ve tried and it just doesn’t seem to 
work.
And it works good dealing with your friend.
Yeah exactly. He makes it as easy as he can for me. I 
almost feel lazy taking the shoes off him. 
What an attitude! What do you say to all the kids 
in the store who are asking you ‘how do I get 
sponsored?’ 
It depends on the kid and it depends on how he goes 
about asking me. Some of them are really rude. If a 
kid genuinely asks me about how to get hooked up, I 
mean sometimes you can tell a kid that he has to be 
out there constantly learning, having fun and trying 
to get some things on film. Um, you know, just to be 
out there getting seen I guess and, I don’t know, some 
kids just can’t accept that. They just want everything 
without having to do anything to get it.
And do you see how much that’s changed since 
you were a youngster?
Yeah. They want everything for nothing. But they’ve 
grown up in a different world. Kids these days see 
everyone doing everything. Look at kids like Paul Ro-
driguez! He can do every trick every time, anything he 
wants’s to do it on. 
So do you see things changing in your future? 
It’s hard to know if anything will change. It just de-
pends on what happens. 
I think what you’re trying to say is that hopefully 
people will see you for your skateboarding as op-
posed to what comes out of your mouth. 
Yeah, definitely. 
Anyone you wanted to thank before we…
Yeah, there’s a lot. Can I make a list?
Go ahead…
I can give it to you later..?
[Laughs] Yeah do that.

Mike would like to thank… Rick at POP and Kickback 
for organising this, Midds, Raph and Rudes at Blank, 
Nitty at Es, Clairebear and Deegan, Daves curry sau-
sages, Walker Texas Ranger, Lou Barlow, Chocolate and 
all my family and friends. 

Party on Wayne!
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The first time I saw Adam he was at the Mornington skate park with the tightest pair of trousers on and the best Dee Dee 
Ramone hair cut you’d ever want to see. I didn’t think I’d ever see him again, but from that day on Adam has been at the 
Mornington skate park almost every day doing tricks that are always creative and impressive. In my opinion he’s one of the 
better kids to come out of that younger Mornington Peninsula scene, he keeps it real and, most of all, he keeps it fun.

Adam?!
Yeah what’s crackin’?
Nothing much. So give me some stats to 
do with you?
Um… I’m 17; I’m around 6 ft; 69 kilos! I’m a 
virgo and my middle name is Nash.
Is it really Nash?!
[Laughs] Yes! My parents hate me!
[Laughs] Anyway, how long have you 
been skating for?
Well if you want to include rolling to school 
and stuff, since like grade 6. I use to do stalls 
and all that kinda’ of stuff on the benches in 
the morning at Osborne primary [laughs].
So you used to skate to school?
Yep.
Do you think that being on a board eve-
ryday has helped with your skating?
I guess you could say that…
So how is it living in a somewhat small 
town like Mornington?
Well I can only say I like it because I’ve lived 
in Morno my whole life so I don’t have a clue 
what its like to live in the city. But yes, I like 
where I live.
Do you think one day you’ll move away 
from the suburban sprawl?
Maybe, but all my friends live here so I’m not 
planning on it.
A lot of kids along the way, especially 
from down there, get hooked on drugs or 
whatever. Do you think skating has kept 
you motivated to get out and get stuff 
done?
It’s hard to say… I was never going to be 
a druggo [laughs]! But yeah I guess it has 
helped in a way. It gives me something bet-
ter to do than drugs and shit!
Did you have a lot of friends from school 
who choose that path? The drugs; the 
junk?
Oh well not so much friends but it has hap-
pened to people I knew through skating.
So who has had a positive influence on 
your skating down there in Mornington?
Um… Pretty much Geoff Cook. I remember so 
badly wanting to be in CB (Ed: a video pro-
duced by local Mornington skaters).

Sweet, so what are you plans for now?
I’ll keep skatin’ till I finish school I guess. Then 
I bet I’ll have to just stop!
Why?! You could just move to the city 
and start skating all the time.
Yeah that would be sick but I don’t wanna’ 
get my hopes up.
So you’re just going to quit?
I’m not planning on it but it seems like it’s 

the end of the line soon..
Really? Why?
Well I can’t afford to keep skating for the rest 
of my life especially now that I quit my job at 
the butchers [laughs]!
[Laughs] You just need to work hard for 
it! Anyway, anything else you want to 
say?
Tell my boys I love ‘em!

wordsmarc

Here: That is a ballet school behind Adam. How appropriate the he be 
twirling a 270 pop-shovit to Frontside Boardslide out the front.
Photo: SeanFenning.com.au

There: Adam Coleman Frontside Flipping his way out of school.
Photo: Drew @ Skateboard.com.au
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A close friend of mine kept telling me that I had to speak to this guy 
that was shaping him a $1200 classic nose-rider surfboard. He’s name 
is Steve Friedman. He shapes ‘Freidman Flyer’ surf boards . Anyway, 
it turns out Steve grew up in California and Hawaii during the early 
days of skateboarding and surfing. When I eventually spoke to Steve I 
was stunned. Here’s this guy shaping surfboards in a secluded part of 
eastern Victoria telling me about Alva, surfing ‘The Cove’ and living in 
Hawaii in the 70’s. I couldn’t believe how I’d just stumbled on to this 
incredible story. Steve’s story is so incredible that I thought it should be 
run over 2 issues. So here we’ll cover early California skating and save 
the rest for the 3rd issue. Enjoy.

So you had a shot in the Dogtown documentary? How did that 
happen?!
 Well, Tony [Alva] and those guys were just brat kids when 
I was living in Santa Monica. That’s all they really were. I know Jef-
frey Ho [Zephyr co-founder] really well, I know Skipper [Skip Engblom, 
Zephyr co-founder]. When I was in Hawaii Ronnie J’s going, “Oh man, 
you gotta go see this movie, Dog Town and Z-Boys. Have you seen it?” 
and I go, “Why?” And he’s saying, “Well, you do a cameo appearance in 
the movie.” And I’m going “You’re fucking kidding me!”
Who, you?
 Yeah! So we’re sitting there in the movie and I’m watching 
all my buddies up there on the screen and I’m really digging it. And it 
was so funny to see them and then they start showing surfing at The 
Cove. They show a couple of guys are riding it and I’m watching Ronnie 
surf one, Wayne [Innouye] ride one, and then this guy’s comes off the 
bottom and I just scream, “Fuck, that’s me!” [Laughs]. 
How were you in that position? So you grew up with all those 
guys? 
 Yeah, I started surfing when I was 8, so I hung around the 
Santa Monica scene since I was really young. Then when I left home at 
about 16 I just hung around down at the beach, just staying on differ-
ent floors. 
So what was skating like in California in 1970?
 We all skated in the clay wheel days. Well Wayne Innouye 
was on the Makaha skate team, and all these guys that I knew were all 
hooked up with this stuff. And they used to go and skate banks at like 
Bellagio and places like that; in that Santa Monica area. They’d have 
big asphalt banks in the school yards. They were hard core. 

And that’s before Alva and all those kids?
 Yeah, that’s way before. And then when we were in Hawaii, 
I think it was like ’72 or something when that guy started making 
wheels, those Cadillac wheels and stuff. It just re-birthed everything. I 
read about them in a magazine and I went, “I want some.” Everything 
just exploded. I was in Hawaii at the time and I was hooked on down-
hill skating because we didn’t really have pools or banks or anything. It 
was pretty wild.
When was that?
 That was all in that mid 70’s time. 

    Right after that 
whole urethane thing. 
    Then the decks started get-
ting wider. Then I went back home for summer and here’s Skipper train-
ing all these kids. It was that movie! I was at that barbecue. All these guys 
were helping look out for the kids. They were all really doing what they 
said in the movie. It was a real family scene. The street going up from the 
Zephyr shop, Bay Street, all those house’s were basically filled up with 
those kids. It was really cool and then I went back to Hawaii so I really 
missed out on the whole dilapidation of The Pier and all that. We were 
surfing The Pier before it was rowdy. There was no one even there. There 
were no crowds. So we had The Cove all to ourselves. We used to call it 
Kosher Waves ‘cause there was a kosher delicatessen on the boardwalk 
and we didn’t want anybody to know where we were surfing... Then the 
whole scene just blew up. Jeffrey’s whole scene just blew up. He was the 
hottest underground guy. His boards were phenomenal.
Who’s this?
 Jeffrey Ho. I met Jeffery when he was still working out of 
Culver City, way before the Z-Boy thing. The surfboards he was making 
at the time were just awesome. Really progressive. He was a really ec-
centric guy; just a crazy guy. Then the whole thing fell to pieces. Jeffrey 
lost his shop and you know, everything was crumbling, and everybody 
was ready to crumble anyway. They were all burnt out. We came home 
from Hawaii one year and here was Jeffrey walking down the street 
and he’s dressed up like fucking Rod Stewart man! He’s got big fucking 
platform shoes on, he’s got these babes! We’re just going ‘Fuck, this is 
surfing?! We’re missing out in Hawaii!” It was just full Holloywood to 
the max. All these cats were the same, they could go anywhere. Then 
I went back another year and I got introduced to Tony Alva. My friend 
Wynn Miller’s a photographer and he was touring the world with Tony, 
just shooting Tony and doing all his ad work and stuff when he went 
from Z-Boys and I think he was sponsored by Golden Breed and then 
he started out on his own trip, he did the Alva Skates. And Wynn did 
all the promotional photos for that and they created a whole different 
focus, it was all completely different. Up until then it was all product, 
you know you’d have the ad, the name, the logo, the product... All of 
a sudden you had Tony giving you attitude with his skateboard. Com-
pletely different scene. So they blew the whole marketing thing wide 
open. It was awesome and Wynn still loves it. I got a book that they did, 
its called the Dog Town Chronicles. Its all about Tony Alva. Its a photo 
expose. They toured the show around the world.
The book was just released recently?
 Yeah, a couple of years ago. Just hot stuff you know. All those 
guys are so funny. Tony is just out there. He was just the most wild sev-
enteen year old kid.  We’re sitting in his house, it was so funny. Wynn 
goes, 

     “Come on, I’ll introduce you to 
Tony Alva…”
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When’s this?
 Would have been around ’74. He was the world champion 
and all that stuff. He was The Man. He was with some other skater 
from San Diego in the house and we’re all sitting there. And I rock 
up from Maui and I’m like the bud man so I swapped him a quarter 
ounce for a bitchen skate! They said, “Come with us, there’s a grand 
opening tomorrow of this new skateboard park.” The first ever, this 
place in Del Mar. And I’m going, “Fuck, you’re kidding.” You know. So 
they dragged us off and Tony’s like a millionaire; he’s living in the Ma-
rina del Ray. This luxury posh area. He’s got this trashed condo unit. 
Just trashed. Skates everywhere. Just seventeen years old man, got it 
all! So we rock up to the skate park and it was awesome, there were 
groupies everywhere. We’re walking past and Tony’s like “Hey what’s 
up?” Like the full pimp scene! Superstars! So now, I’ve never skated in 
a bowl, and there’s bowls everywhere. They had like two round pools. 
One was eight feet, one was 12 feet; just round with tiled coping, 
the whole nine yards. Where the light boxes where, they had speak-
ers in behind plexi-glass, they’re pumping music around. There was a 
freestyle bank area, downhill slalom area, a keyhole pool and an in-
ground half pipe that was bowled off at the end. And then they had 
a big giant kidney pool. I skated the round pool, the eight footer, and 
did some runs in that. That was so intense, and then I rolled around 
on the freestyle area just tripping out how smooth it was, it was so 
nice. And then Tony goes, “Try the half pipe out.” And I go, “Yeah, ok, 
no worries.” I’m looking at it… I didn’t even know how to approach it! 
I had no idea what I was doing. I charge straight down this thing into 
the bowl and straight up and I’m like flying in the air going, “Oh shit.” 

I just lost everything; landed on my knees, slid down to the bottom 
and I’m going, “Fuck, where’s the skateboard?” It lands right next to 
me, and I’m all rattled you know. And then Tony leans over and goes, 
“How do you like that old man?!” [Laughs] 
 So we watched him skate all afternoon. My son’s got a pho-
tograph that Wynn gave him. It’s so funny because it’s of Tony skating 
and you can see the shadow of Wynn because I’m holding the flash! 
So that’s what I did all afternoon. These guys they were so nuts, they 
would drill holes in their trucks and they’d put lighter flints in them 
and then put petrol on the side of the pool, and they’d go up and grind 
and it would shoot sparks and there would be big flames. Just nuts and 
it was all brand new. So we’re at Del Mar and Tony just disappears; he 
looks at these two chicks and goes “You and you… Blow jobs!” That’s all 
he said! And these two girls jump up with him and go back to the van. 
I’m going “Fuck! I’m in the wrong game, I should be a skater!” [Laughs] 
But that’s what was so phenomenal about being there; checking it out, 

it was all brand new.
So then you went to Hawaii just to surf? 
Yeah, I met this Hawaiian guy and he said, “You should go to Ha-
waii man, you’d really dig it. There’s cool people there, really good 
surf, you should go man.” I was like, “Fuck yeah.” So I cashed in my 
paycheque the next Friday and flew to Hawaii.

This is not even half of the interview! We’ve run out of pages but 
make sure you pick up the 3rd issue of POP due out in June for Part 
2 of Friedman’s Stories.

Steve Friedman

wordsrick

What can I say? Alva, amazing. 
Photo: Wynn Miller.
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 I couldn’t be stuck there with a headphone to my ear and spending 
hours in a windowless basement in a city where daylight was scarce 
enough as it is. You know, it was just bullshit. I’d never worked in events 
before; went for the interview against 10 highly qualified candidates 
and got the position. 
 During my time there I assisted in organising Kevin 
Spacey’s party, Elton John’s party, Kylie Minogue’s party, Madonna’s 
party, Ethan Hawke’s book launch, Movie Premier after parties… all 
these amazing events. 
As fun as it was I really craved the board sports life again. In another 
twist of fate a friend’s sister whom I’d helped get a reception job in 
the hotel, had just checked in Bob McKnight. She called me up and 
said, “You’ll never guess who just checked in. He’s the Quiksilver CEO. 
He’s in room 262, give him a call. I told him all about you; he is ex-
pecting your call!” Unfortunately he checked out before I managed 
to get hold of him…
How long had you been working at the hotel for?
 About 2 years. So I was definitely ready to get outta’ there. 
So I got his email address from the reservations system… [laughs]. I 
don’t know if that’s legal or not! So I emailed him and said ‘Hey, it’s 
Simone here, we missed each other, I’d love to meet you another 
time, whenever you’re back in London, let me know and we can have 
a drink at the hotel’. So the emails carried on periodically and quite 
a few months later I get this email “Hey Simone, its Bob. I’m coming 
back into London; I’m not going to be staying the night. I’m flying in 
on my private jet landing at Luton, and then flying back out to Biar-
ritz. But if you’d like to meet me in the private jet lounge I’ve got a 1 
hour window.”
So what were you hoping for there?
I had no idea. I was thinking maybe a PR girl or a marketing job.
So you were totally going to hit him up for a job?!
Yeah, oh absolutely, without a doubt. So I took a sick day and jumped 
on the train to Luton to meet him. And I was so nervous, so, so nerv-
ous. We had a great chat. He said “We have this promotional tour 
coming up with our boat The Crossing… You’d make a great host-

ess.” He then kinda handballed it and said, “Look, I don’t employ for 
the position but its going to be a guy called Jim Kempton, here’s his 
number, I’ll tell him to expect your call.” 
 Jim was even more elusive than the CEO, but I kept at him 
with my emails. In the mean time my visa was expiring in London and 
I had to either leave or be sponsored. I was at a real crossroads - Do 
I stay? You know it’s a good job, it’s a good organisation, I can go 
places, I can transfer to NY, and I can transfer to LA. I had a partner 
of 2 years in London. But if I got sponsored I was contractually bound 
for at least another 2 years. I had a real dilemma about what to do. 
 In the end I thought bugger it, as I always do, threw cau-
tion to the wind, quit my job, broke up with my boyfriend, did another 
season in Chamonix while I was waiting for an answer from Quik. Three 
months into the season and with no answer yet, I thought, “Nah, it’s 
all bullshit, it’s not going to happen.” It got to the end of the season 
and I still hadn’t heard. All my friends knew that I was riding on getting 
this amazing job. One of my girlfriends organised a huge end of season 
party in our apartment and this was on the day that they’d promised 
me an answer.  It was either going to be a congratulations party or a 
commiserations party. So once the timing was right to call the States 
I snuck into the stair well and called this Jim Kempton. I said  “Hi its 
Simone here, So do I have the job?” He said, 

     “Yeah, you’d 
better get yourself to the Bahamas.” I 
went back into the party and I couldn’t 
talk I was stunned. Absolutely crying 
my eyes out! 
So how long did you hang around for after that party?
Literally after a week and a half I flew to the Bahamas. I went via Lon-
don to say bye to my old boyfriend and ship home my belongings.

Simone Kelly
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You’re only in your twenties, yet you’ve done more than most 
people twice your age. How did it all start?
It all started with the University wakeboarding club. That was my in-
troduction into the world of board sports. Every weekend was spent 
riding and partying with a bunch of Uni students at Deniliquin. Any-
way, a problematic relationship sent me packing – the idea being to 
get as far away from Melbourne as possible for the holidays. Enter 
Hamilton Island! I went wakeboarding up there and met a girlfriend 
who wanted to go do a season in Canada and whom coerced me into 
joining her. 
 So I got my first passport and working visa and we planned 
this trip. I thought ‘shit, I’d better learn how to snowboard!’ Luckily 
part of my Business Degree could be completed at the La Trobe Mt 
Buller Campus, so a season at Mt. Buller ensued. While I was there I 
was putting the word out, ‘I’m going to Canada, which resort? Where 
should I go? Where should I work? What should I do? While generating 
everyone’s opinion I met this Canadian guy who’s now late

father owned the largest heli-skiing 
operation in Canada.
                   So I wrote to his dad every 
week, saying ‘Hey, I’m Troy’s friend I want to work for you guys this 
winter, I’ve got my visa, I’m ready to go, I can do anything you want, 
just let me know!”
Could you snowboard any good at that stage?
No! One season at Buller, how good can you be?! [Laughs] Anyway I 
got the job as a Chalet Girl which ultimately saw me riding the Selkirk 
and Purcell Mountain’s 1000 square kilometres of terrain out of a hel-
icopter, eating 5 course dinners, drinking amazing wine, smoking the 
odd Cuban cigar with guests, hot tubbing with a 360 degree view… 
Oh yeah and changing a few beds and keeping the place tidy. 
That was with Canadian Mountain Holidays wasn’t it?
Yeah, that was CMH. The lodge was a 25 minute helicopter flight 
from our heli pad located in the most remote trailer town possible. 
You would work a 2 week on, 1 week off rotation. The money was 
really good; you had your own room. Every morning they’d announce 
how many spots were free and amongst your co-workers you would 
negotiate spots in the heli.  So pretty much every day, you’d have an 
opportunity to get out. I had no idea what I was letting myself in for. 
They asked ‘can you snowboard?’ I said ‘Well, I’ve done a season, I’m 
alright’.
 So I spent the entire winter in and out of helicopters and 
quite possibly without ever riding in someone else’s tracks. When I 
had a week off, I didn’t have anywhere to stay so I’d go and visit 
friends that were doing seasons in Fernie, Banff, Panorama or Kicking 
Horse so I got to ride in many of the resorts around Canada. 

So you did that for a season and then you came home?
Nah, I had the bug. My flight home was via the UK.  I was only going 
to spend a couple of nights there but as with most Australians, I suc-
cumbed to the London way of life - sleeping on couches, working in 
a pub, scraping together enough pounds to backpack around France, 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland and Germany and when the money 
ran thin – I’d be pulling pints again. While working in the pub I met 
a bunch of snowboarders that had come in for a drink. We got chat-
ting; they ran a company called Board n’ Lodge over at Chamonix. So 
with that I started a two-seasoned love affair with the place.
 I worked as ‘Guest Relations’ there, which included guid-
ing, driving guests to Geneva airport (on an all too regular basis in 
a decrepit Renault), partying with the punters and heartily enjoying 
French delights such as language barriers, wine with lunch and living 
in a beautiful 400 year old chalet (albeit with 20 stinking Poms). 
After that season I wanted to give London another go – properly. Real 
job, visa and renting a room.  I love interior design, especially those of 
French designer Phillipe Starck. So I approached his signature hotel 
‘St. Martins Lane’ and said ‘Do you have any jobs?’ and within a day I 
was working in reservations.
And they’re boutique?
Yeah, boutique. Ultra modern, ultra sexy; the hot spot in London. The 
reservations job turned out to be really boring. I was in a basement 
office with no windows and a little headset and I thought ‘What am I 
doing?’ Especially after just having had the most amazing experiences. 
Through sheer luck I saw a memo about an Events Coordinator posi-
tion with the sister property (Sanderson) in Soho. I told the manager if 
he wanted me to stay in the company, to 

             give me an in-
terview for this events position oth-
erwise I was walking out.

What’s your dream job? No matter what it is, Simone Kelly has prob-
ably either done it or will do it. This is the best travel story I’ve ever 
heard, it even beats the one about the 5 guys in Spain that got eve-
rything stolen and lived on Bread, Jam and Vienetta Ice Cream for 6 
weeks. But that’s another story… Here’s Simone’s:
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From top left to right: 
Row 1: Mike Martin 5-0’s over the metal mesh of the half built 
bowl; Mike’s at it again, this time with a smooth ollie over the hip. 
Row 2: Again? Why not? Mike Martin tests the new coping with a 
Nosegrind; It’s not even finished yet and Troy Omahony’s already 
the park pro. No wonder with Backside Kickflips like these!

So you went to the Bahamas totally by yourself?
Well no, I did have a Chamonix lover that escorted me to the Baha-
mas.
What was he hoping?
I don’t know what he was hoping for, a free ride on the Crossing 
maybe? But he spent about a grand on flying there for a couple of 
days. I got on the boat and said, “See ya later!” [Laughs].
Ice Queen!
No! [Laughs] Well I got on the boat and I was the only girl, amongst 
eight guys. My bunk was this wide [about two feet] and I had no idea 
what I was getting myself in for. I was hardly a pro surfer!
 Everyone imagines the Quiksilver’s vessel to be luxury; to 
be pimped out. But it was this amazingly modest 35-year-old salvage 
boat. Steel decks, a toilet that flushed with the aid of a bucket, open 
to the elements… A real sea fairing vessel. 
Were you stopping at surf breaks on the east coast? Who was 
on the boat with you?
While I was on the boat it made a promotional trip from the Baha-
mas, up the East Coast, through the Great Lakes, down the Mississippi 
to Texas. That took 7 months. The following summer I got back on 
the boat in Mexico and went as far north as Vancouver; that was 4 
months. We stopped at every major town up both coasts; highlights 
being Miami, New York, New Orleans, Malibu, San Francisco, Seattle 
and Vancouver. 
 The boat crew consisted of a Captain, Cook, Deck Hands, 
Reef Check Marine Scientist and myself. Pro surfers came on and off 
depending on where we were. 
So did you surf at all then?
Whenever we were in a town with any surf, the locals would all want 
to be on the boat and it was my job to look after them, give them 
Quiksilver product, do interviews with the press, take VIP’s around the 
boat along with helping throw the parties in each town. It was just so 
busy that I didn’t get a lot of water time on those major stops. I did 
however have some amazing sessions when it was just the crew and a 

few team riders and we were steaming between towns; coming across 
remote breaks. 
So how old were you then?
I was 25. I flew home for the first time in about 4 ½  years.
Then what?
I started doing yoga in Melbourne and there I met a girl who was a 
hostess on a private jet, as well as an actress. She couldn’t juggle both 
the acting and the private jet. She said why don’t you come in and 
be my assistant so that whenever I’ve got an acting gig you can fly. I 
said “Yeah, that sounds pretty good.” I met the owner of the jet and 
the pilots. My two gigs were flying the Foo Fighters and then taking 
Nicholas Cage to Fiji for a week. 
What kind of jet is it?
It is a Hawker 800XP. It has plush big leather couches, wood panel-
ling, luxury. 
What are you thinking when you get onto something like that?! 
I mean you got home from the Crossing boat, how long between 
the Crossing boat job, yoga girl and…
3 weeks! [Laughs] So the actress ran off with a Hollywood heavy-
weight she met on a flight and I went full time. I am back in the 
corporate sector but I guess with a glamorous overtone.  I get lots of 
free time and I get to do my yoga and I get to go surfing. I’m going 
to be spending most of this winter taking guests in and out of Tahiti 
along with some trips to the States and Europe. The amazing thing is 
you get an all expenses paid trip when you fly anywhere, because you 
wait there with the guests. 
So, to wrap things up, what would be your advice to people who 
want to have a career like that? Obviously there’s a bit of luck 
involved, but what would you say?
Well there’s certainly an element of luck or coincidence. If I hadn’t 
had that particular boyfriend, I would never have run away to Ham-
ilton Island, I would never have met the girl who said “Let’s go to 
Canada” I would never have gone to Mt. Buller, I would never have 
worked for the Heli-boarding operation, I would never have flown to 
England, I would never have met Bob McKnight, I would never have 
been on the Crossing… 
 But if I had of emailed the Heli-skiing guy once, he wouldn’t 
have replied. I mean it had to be about 10 emails! If I had never pursued 
Bob McKnight I would never have got the job. The reason I got the job is 
because I was relentless, tenacious, and it got to the point where they 
were like ‘I’m sick of hearing from this girl so let’s just give her a job so 
she’ll shut up.’ That’s what you have to do. You have to be proactive. 
You have to swallow your pride. Don’t treat it like you would with a 
new boyfriend… Do I call, do I not call, do I chase or not? You can’t be 
like that. You’ve got to be gung-ho. I’d get my friends at Chamonix to 
film me in the town square when it was snowing, I’d have my beanie 
on and I was saying ‘Hi Bob, its Simone, don’t forget about me I want to 
work on the Crossing!’ and I’d email it off and he’d get to see my name. 
You have to absolutely stamp yourself in their memory so they’re like, 
“Alright, we need to find a hostess for The Crossing; well there’s this 
girl who’s sending me these incessant emails….” That’s what you really 
have to do. That would be my advice to anyone. 

              I will never ever look 
for a job ever again in the newspaper. 
That’s the bottom of the barrel as far as I’m concerned. You have to get 
the job before they even contemplate advertising it.
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After two years of designing and weighing in at 2100 square metres, Frankston is to become 
the home of Australia’s largest skatepark. The perfectly shaped, massive left hand kidney 
bowl and the small combo bowl have both been poured. The kidney is supposed to have 
pool coping all the way round, a death box and a pool light... All the good things you want 
in a bowl. The smaller bowl will feature an assortment of coping styles to mix things up. The 
street area (no funboxes here) has several sets of stairs, banks, blocks and gaps. There’s even 
an extended wall ride section that’s as close to a skate plaza as you need.  The concrete is 
still drying but kids have been skating it for weeks already.  Why would you skate anywhere 
else? So get the Frankston train to the end of the line and get your shred on!

Frankston Skatepark

Quiksilver and PSC Skateboarding are giving $12,000 
in cash and prizes at the official park opening on Sat-
urday April 29th. There’s heaps of divisions so every-
one’s got a chance. Worth mentioning is that Quiksil-
ver are actually flying the winner of the bowl contest 
to Italy for the Quiksilver Bowlriders competition in 
Bologna! So make sure your down in Franghanistan 
for what will be an epic day of mayhem!

{ }



With the up coming Rip Curl Pro at Bells, we here at POP thought it might be a good 
idea to catch up with New South Wales power-man Tom Whitaker.

So Bells is coming up. Is that a contest you look forward to?
 Bells is probably the most prestigious and long running contest there is. It gets 
the hair standing on your arms. As a as a tradition, they play AC/DC every morning 
at 7am. So as you’re paddling out, AD/DC’s Hells Bells starts ringing and you just go, 
“Wow. Here we are. Game on Fellas.” That’s pretty special. 
Coming from Bronte and a small wave environment, how do you cope when 
you hit Pipe or Tahiti?
 I think growing up in Bronte there were plenty of us surfing and it made us 
pretty competitive, and I always say to the young guys and a couple of the girls that 
are coming through Bronte at the moment, “Epic, you guys are doing good now, but 
just try and surf as many different waves as you can. That’ll give you a head start on 
everyone else who are stuck on their local kind of thing.” And I think my parents are 
pretty special, they were sending me to Indonesia when I was twelve with my mates 
and stuff; so I’ve been surfing Indo and places like that since I was twelve which I 
guess is sort of rare-ish. Coming into a big wave, it more excites you, more than being 

feared by it. Because you’ve grown up (with it) and you know you can surf it. 
Even Teahupoo?
 No, not Teahupoo. If someone mentions that, it’s a totally different level. 
Yeah, because I’ve always thought that there is no way guys can be stoked about dropping into that. That must just scare the shit 
out of you!
 If someone mentions Teahupoo or even solid Pipe. Solid Pipe you can work your way into it. More and more people can get into it, but 
Teahupoo … Anything can happen. It’s a monster of a wave. I’ve said it before, if you’re not scared out there, you’re either lying; or you’ve got a 
screw lose in your head. 

       I mean obviously you have got to take that fear on and have a dig 
but it’s got to be controlled otherwise you are dead set going to kill your-
self…
Any regrets that you didn’t become a footy player like your brother?
 I don’t think so. Within Sydney they get a lot of rep, and they probably get a lot of free coffee’s and what not, but I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything I don’t think. 
Where’s you favourite place to surf when you’re not surfing contests?
 Oh, exactly. I went on a boat trip last year with Luke Egan, Richie Lovett and Mat Hoy and it’s probably the best thing. You surf all year 
and you compete against each other and you have beers and you’re all happy. But being out in Indo and you’re on a boat, its surfing all day, beers 
in the arvo, it’s not competitive; it’s just epic. It’s the best thing you can do for hanging out with your mates. And I get to go with my brother and 
a couple of good mates, its going to be insane. 
Have you spoken to Richie? How’s he doing?
 Mate I’ve been speaking to Rich a fair bit. Yeah, he’s doing good. It’s amazing to see how someone pulls through that. I mean 
we’ve all heard it all before; the courage of people. But one of your best mates? I’ve travelled and looked up to Rich ever since I’ve been on 
tour. The last 6 months of last year were pretty gnarly. He sort of knew what was going. Not cancer wise, but he knew he had a major injury 
but he didn’t let anyone know. We had an engagement party and he was there on his crutches having a beer so that was good to see.
This is your forth year on tour, are you a bit more confident this year?
 Yeah, the first year on tour was pretty rad. There were a few guys that came in and didn’t really give a crap and just rip in to whoever. 
But I got on tour and took a step back and was in awe of all the boys you know. You’re surfing with Occy, Kelly, Jake Patto, and you’re just like, 
“Whoa. What am I even doing out here, man on man, in the water, against you freaks?” My fourth year this year and it’s definitely changed. You 
just got to got out there and give it to em. I think it’s the only way to attack it. 
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With an Off The Wall barrel like this you’d be smiling too!

All that free Sydney coffee is keeping Tom’s turns tight.

T o m
W h i ta k e r

wordsjulian photosnathansmithimages.com
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FIVE TOP THREES

We’re not really about superstars here at POP. But we’ll give credit 
where credit is due. So I caught up with probably the most genuine and 
funniest kid in Hollywood right now, Matthew Gray Gubler, and asked 
him some questions. Now I know you’re all probably thinking ‘who?’ 
That’s most likely because you haven’t seen Wes Anderson’s hilarious 
‘The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou’ . So drive/ride down to Blockbuster 
right now. It’s okay, we’ll wait... Okay now that you’ve got the DVD, 
keep an eye out for ‘The Intern’. That’s Matthew! You may have also 
seen Matt on the crime series ‘Criminal Minds’ playing the genius Dr. 
Spencer Reid. This kid’s a good human!

Situations I’d rather not be in:
1. Being forced to french-kiss my father.
2. In the Himalayan mountains, alone at night, being chased by the 
abominable snowman.
3. Being anywhere near a nightclub.

Firework memories:
1. I was arrested in 8th grade for a having a lunchbox filled with illegal 
Indian reservation fireworks.
2. I once threw a Whistling Pete in this high school bully’s ute while he 
was driving past. He found me two days later and beat me up… But it 
was completely worth it!
3. I once almost got totally blown to smithereens. My friends and I 
were driving very fast on this desolate Arizona highway lighting bottle 
rockets and shooting them back at some other friends in a car behind 
us. Our back window was open and one of the fireworks got sucked 
back into my car after being lit and thrown out the front passenger 

window. It landed right next to a leaking 5 gallon petrol can we had 
stolen from an RV campground the night before. Luckily, by some grace 
of god, it was the only firework in the entire packet that was a dud.

Cameras:
1. The canon Gl1 Mini DV (my first serious video camera, it changed 
my life. It doesn’t really work anymore but I still keep it on my shelf. 
I’ve loved it more than any girl I’ve ever met; its been twice as reliable 
and never lied to me).
2. The Panasonic Mini DV AGDVx 100, not the 100 A (I “keep it real” 
with manual focus).
3. A Bolex Rex-5 16 millimetre film camera. A really cool teacher gave 
it to me when I was in film school. He claimed it went down in a crash 
of a WW2 plane and even though everyone in the plane died, the cam-
era continued to role and chronicled the entire crash. That’s how du-
rable it supposedly is.

Favourite people:
1. Vincent Price
2. Walt Disney
3. Macaulay Culkin (crica Home Alone)

Things to think about while working in LA:
1. How the hell did I end up on this TV show?
2. What are my lines?
3. I get paid way too much money.

Matthew Gray Gubler 
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Because we’re having so much fun with the Lomography Fisheye cam-
era’s we thought we’d get more people involved. So we’re going to give 
our POP office Lomo to someone different every issue and see what 
they get up to in 3 months time. If you’d like to be that someone then 
hit our myspace page www.myspace.com/popmag and let us know. 
We’ll send you out a camera and a 36 exposure roll of film so you can 
be happy and get snappy!

Until then here’s some shots that POP took whilst snowboarding in 
Utah this northern winter.

From top left to right: 
Row 1: Sharing the love. 

Row 2: Marc & Marc.
Row 3: The gang; Sha Sha; 

The Van Man.
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From a photographer’s point of view, getting that bangin’ trick is what it’s all about, 
most of the time. What happens though when things aren’t exactly rolling the way 
you’d like them to? It forces you to look at your surroundings from a different viewpoint. 
Take this shot of Jeremy Corea, it’s a simple kickflip on the run up to the St Kilda double 
set, yet it made the day worth its weight in gold. 
Photo: SeanFenning.com.au

Summer’s over, see you in June...


